
KNOWN BY THE SCARS 

Thursday, June 24 

Reading: Luke 24:36-43 
 

Luke 24:38  He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39  Look at 

my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you  

see I have.” 40  When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 
 

The disciples should not have been so surprised by the appearance of Jesus. When the disciples 

from Emmaus first arrive they proclaim “The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon” (Luke 

24:34). The only other mention of this special appearance to Peter is in 1 Corinthians 15:5. What 

happened during this private meeting is not known. But it was probably at this time that Jesus 

dealt with Peter’s denials. 

 

When Jesus suddenly appeared in the room the disciples are startled and believed they were 

seeing a ghost. After all, Jesus had never just popped into a room before! But Jesus reassured 

them that He was real. The scars in His hands and feet proved that He was the same Person who 

had died a few days earlier. By touching Him and seeing Him eat they could know that He had a 

real body and was not a spirit or vision.  

 

The Apostle Paul said, “Christ is indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). While there have been others who came back to life, 

they had a mortal body and had to die again. Jesus is the first to rise again with an immortal body 

ready for heaven. His resurrection body gives us a hint of what our eternal bodies will be like. 

Jesus was not bound by space and time as He just appeared in the room. It was a physical body 

that could be touched and could eat. It was a body ready for eternity. Jesus said, “Because I live, 

you will live also” (John 14:19). 

 

I find it interesting that Jesus did not point to His face and say, “Look, it’s Me!” Instead He 

pointed to the scars in His hands and feet. He was known by the scars. In John’s vision of the 

heavenly throne room in Revelation, he is told “See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, has triumphed.” John turns expecting a victorious Lion but instead sees “a Lamb, looking 

as if it had been slain.” The scars of Jesus’ death will still be visible even in heaven. And for all 

eternity all we have to do is look at His wounds to know His great love for us. He will still be 

known by the scars. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 25-30; Romans 12 


