
JOEL: THE ULTIMATE DAY OF THE LORD 

Wednesday, June 24 

Reading: Joel 2:28 – 3:21 
 

Joel 3:12  'Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will  

sit to judge all the nations on every side. 13  Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, trample  

the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow-- so great is their wickedness!' 14  Multitudes, 

multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15  The sun  

and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine. 16  The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder  

from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky will tremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a strong-

hold for the people of Israel. 
 

The word “afterward” tells us that Joel is referring to a third event. This one describes the 

ultimate “Day of the Lord.” It will begin when Israel finally repents and turns to their Messiah 

for salvation. This will come at the darkest moment of Israel’s history as all hope appears to be 

lost. This repentance will lead to God pouring out His Spirit on them and delivering them from 

their enemies (2:28-32). 

 

Joel 3 ties all the previous images together in a description of the final “Day of the Lord” when 

God will judge the nations. What the prophet describes is what Revelation calls Armageddon. 

Many of the images in this chapter are used in the New Testament to describe this event. The 

enemies of God and His people have gathered around Jerusalem to destroy it. But then Christ 

returns to wipe out His enemies and establish His Millennial kingdom. He will “dwell in Zion, 

My holy hill. Jerusalem will be holy” (3:17). 

 

The key verse is found in 3:14:“Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of 

the LORD is near in the valley of decision.” The “decision” mentioned here belongs to the Lord. 

The nations that will gather have already made their decision to oppose God. For them it is too 

late! The Lord is the One who will now bring justice to those who have rejected Him and 

blessing to those who have chosen to receive Him. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The Apostle Peter quotes Joel 2:28-32 in his sermon on the day of Pentecost. Until that 

moment, the Holy Spirit had not indwelt believers in a permanent way. He had only come 

upon certain people to accomplish a task. Now His presence would be in ALL believers 

forever. God was once more stepping into history by pouring out His Spirit and starting His 

Church. The birth of the Church was the first step in fulfilling Joel’s prophecy and the return 

of Jesus Christ. We now have the permanent indwelling of God the Holy Spirit to guide us in 

our walk with Christ. 

 

2. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). 

While today is the day of salvation, one day time will run out! Whether it is by death or 

Christ’s return, the time to accept God’s offer of salvation is limited. We should take Joel’s 

words to heart: 
 

Joel 2:12  'Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and 

mourning.' 13  Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious 

and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity…32  And 

everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved… 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Corinthians 9 


