
2 KINGS: BLAME THE PREACHER 

Monday, June 24 

Reading: 2 Kings 6:24-33 
 

2 Kings 6:30  When the king heard the woman’s words, he tore his robes. As he went along the wall, the people 

looked, and they saw that, under his robes, he had sackcloth on his body. 31  He said, “May God deal with me, be  

it ever so severely, if the head of Elisha son of Shaphat remains on his shoulders today!”…33  While he was still  

talking to them, the messenger came down to him. The king said, “This disaster is from the LORD. Why should I  

wait for the LORD any longer?” 
 

The Syrians (Aram) once again invade and this time they surround Samaria, the capital of the northern 

kingdom of Israel. The siege lasts so long that a famine breaks out. The starving people pay exorbitant 

prices for any kind of food including donkey heads (unclean by the Mosaic Law) and seed pods (which 

were normally only used as animal fodder). The author even records a story of mothers eating their 

children! 

 

Though not named, the king of Israel at this time was Joram, son of Ahab. These events are too much 

for the king. He tears his royal robes to reveal sackcloth underneath. However instead of turning to God 

in repentance, Joram blames God’s prophet Elisha. It is probable that Elisha had explained that this was 

a judgment of God because of the king’s apostasy and the nation’s sins. But instead of listening to the 

message, the king decides to shoot the messenger. 

 

But Elisha is not worried. He tells the elders who are with him that the king plans to take his life. He 

instructs them to bar the door against the king’s messenger until the king himself arrives. 

 

LESSON ONE: “The King Tore His Robes.” This was an act of grief and utter distress. The woman’s 

story about eating her son had put King Joram over the edge. He expressed grief over what he had just 

seen and heard but refused to turn to God and instead blamed Elisha. There are several common 

responses to the pain and anguish around us. Some people simply ignore it. Others have sympathy for 

those in need. Still others get angry over the predicament. And some try to find someone else to blame. 

As God’s children, what should be our response to the hurting people around us? How can we see 

people the way Jesus sees them? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Why Should I Wait for the Lord Any Longer?” Elisha had apparently told the king to 

not surrender to Ben-Hadad but to wait for God’s deliverance. But as the situation got worse Joram gave 

up hope of God’s help. The king didn’t realize that God was using the situation to try to get his attention. 

When tragedy and trouble comes into our life we can either see it as an opportunity to trust God more or 

an obstacle that drives us away from God. When has God used trouble in your life to get your attention 

and draw you closer to Him? How did you respond? What did God teach you through those troubles? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 21-24; Romans 9 


