
 

2 KINGS: SPIRITUAL SIGHT 

Sunday, June 23 

Reading: 2 Kings 6:8-23 
 

2 Kings 6:16  “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who  

are with them.” 17  And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, LORD, so that he may see.” Then the LORD opened 

the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 
 

The king of Aram (Syria) began another war with Israel. His plan was to set up an ambush for 

the king of Israel and his army to wipe them out. However, his plans were constantly thwarted. 

The Syrian king thinks he has a spy in the ranks until his officers inform him that the prophet 

Elisha “tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.” The king discovers 

Elisha’s location in Dothan and sends a large strike force to capture the prophet. When the 

people of Dothan woke up in the morning they were surrounded. 

 

Elisha’s servant is terrified and wonders what they can do. Elisha tells him not to be afraid 

because “those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Elisha prays for the 

servant to have spiritual eyesight and he sees the armies of God surrounding the Syrian forces. 

 

Elisha goes out to meet the enemy. At his prayer they are all struck blind and Elisha leads them 

the twelve miles to the Israelite capital city Samaria. When God opens their eyes they see they 

are surrounded and at the mercy of the king of Israel. They had come to capture Elisha but 

instead are captured themselves. What the king could have only done through fighting and 

bloodshed, God did peacefully through His prophet. 

 

Giddy at his good fortune, the king of Israel asks if he should kill the Syrian soldiers. Elisha 

reminds him that he would not kill prisoners of war captured in battle. Instead the prophet 

commands the soldiers to be feed and sent back home. God wanted to show His mercy and 

grace. This act of hospitality forces the Syrians to stop their raids into Israel (at least for a short 

time). 

 

LESSON ONE: “Those Who Are With Us Are More Than Those Who Are With Them.” In the 

middle of what seemed like a hopeless situation, Elisha’s servant learns a valuable lesson. 

“When you face difficulties that seem insurmountable, remember that spiritual resources are 

there even if you can't see them. Look with the eyes of faith, and let God show you His 

resources. If you don't see God working in your life, the problem may be your spiritual eyesight, 

not God's power.” 
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LESSON TWO: “Elisha Prayed.” Three times we read that Elisha prayed. This event had 

everything to do with God answering the prayers of His prophet. Some people think that 

answered prayer is nothing more than coincidence. But as one commentator explains, “All I 

know is that when I pray coincidences are more frequent!” 
2
 Never underestimate the power of 

prayer. When was the last time you rejoiced over an answered prayer? Perhaps you could keep a 

record of your prayers and remember to record how and when God answered them. 
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