
CRASHING IDOLS 

Friday, June 22 

Reading: Psalm 97 
 

Psalm 97:7  All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in idols— worship him, all you gods! 

 
Hideyoshi, a Japanese warlord who ruled over Japan in the late 1500s, commissioned a colossal 

statue of Buddha for a shrine in Kyoto. It took 50,000 men five years to build, but the work had 

scarcely been completed when the earthquake of 1596 brought the roof of the shrine crashing 

down and wrecked the statue. In a rage Hideyoshi shot an arrow at the fallen colossus. "I put you 

here at great expense," he shouted, "and you can't even look after your own temple." 
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We may scoff at how ridiculous it is to worship a statue of stone, wood, or precious metal. How 

could anyone believe these fake gods – these gods of their own making – could help them! But 

are we in our modern age really any better? 

 

Psalms 96 and 97 both mention idols and other gods (96:4-5; 97:7, 9). The Hebrew word 

translated idol means “worthlessness.” There is no doubt in the psalmist’s mind that these false 

gods are useless to help those who cling to them. Only the LORD reigns. 

 

But we still have many idols that are worshipped today. Our idols however are tied up in SELF 

instead of something you put on a SHELF. We trust in money, fame, power, and self-

gratification. We go after anything we think will make us happy. We make people who 

exemplify these things our heroes and try to be like them.  

 

In reality, an idol can be anything that takes the place of God in our lives. Even good things can 

become idols if we allow them to be more important to us than the Lord. When the psalmist says, 

“worship Him, all you gods” (97:7), he is saying that we must take those things we think are of 

primary importance and put them under the lordship of God. He must be “exalted far above all 

gods” (97:9). Everything in our lives must be seen in the light of our relationship to Him. 

 

Psalm 97 gives us two results for dealing or not dealing with idols in our lives. First, the psalmist 

says that, “Fire goes before Him and consumes His foes on every side. His lightning lights up the 

world; the earth sees and trembles” (97:3-4). These are words of judgment for those who cling to 

their idols instead of God. They will be put to shame (97:7). God will not share His glory with 

anyone or anything (97:5-6). He alone is to be the center of our lives. We were created to have 

this relationship with Him. 

 

In contrast, “light shines on the righteous and joy on the upright in heart” (97:11). When God is 

first in our hearts and lives His blessings follow. He guards His faithful ones and delivers them. 

He satisfies us with the light of His presence and fills our hearts with joy (97:10-11).  

 

What idols might be taking the place of Christ in your heart and life? What do you need to do to 

remove them and put the Lord back in the position only He rightly deserves? 
 

 
1
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 2 Chronicles 13-15; Romans 8 


