
PROVERBS 25-29: WON’T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR 

Wednesday, June 22 

Reading: Proverbs 25:16-22 
 

Proverbs 25:17  Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house – too much of you, and they will hate you. 18  Like a club  

or a sword or a sharp arrow is one who gives false testimony against a neighbor. 
 

These proverbs take us away from the king’s court and out into the community. Mister Rogers used to sing “It’s 

a beautiful day in the neighborhood.” But in reality we know that dealing with our neighbors can be hard. These 

proverbs give us wisdom for how to be good neighbors and deal with those who are not. 

 

DON’T BE A PEST (25:16-17) – This illustration about honey reminds us that even good things can become 

bad when used to excess. This also applies to neighbors. Do you remember Steve Urkel from the TV show 

Family Matters? He was always ‘bugging’ the Winslow’s and drove them crazy! It is good to get to know and 

become friends with your neighbors. But don’t overstay your welcome or become a nuisance.  

 

DON’T BE A GOSSIP (25:18) – Sharing juicy lies and gossip over the backyard fence has become a national 

pastime. Solomon compares this to deadly weapons. Whether it be ‘up close and personal’ (club or sword) are 

shot from a safe distance (sharp arrow), our words can destroy lives and friendships.  

 

DON’T BE UNRELIABLE (25:19) – Have you ever tried to eat with a bad tooth or walk on a broken foot? 

Both are very painful and useless efforts! This proverb compares this to an unreliable, unfaithful neighbor. Our 

trouble gets worse if we put our confidence in someone who abandons us. We need to be careful who we rely 

on and be dependable neighbors ourselves. 

 

DON’T BE INSENSITIVE (25:20) – We need to be sensitive so we don’t say the right thing but at the wrong 

time. Taking away a coat on a cold day or pouring vinegar on a wound are both inappropriate and cause more 

hurt. So “one who sings songs to a heavy heart” is not really helping the person who is hurting. Even if well-

intentioned our easy answers or simplistic advice may not be what our friend needs at the time. We need to put 

ourselves in their shoes and be sensitive to their emotional state, allowing God to help us find the right way to 

comfort and help them. 

 

DON’T BE VINDICTIVE (25:21-22) – Feuds in the neighborhood is nothing new. It is human nature to ‘get 

even’ with the person down the road who we feel has done us wrong. But throughout the Bible we are 

commanded to leave vengeance with the Lord. Like our heavenly Father who “makes His sun rise on the evil 

and the good and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45), we are to help our enemies when 

they are in need. Jesus said, “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 

pray for those who mistreat you” (Luke 6:27-28). The meaning of “heap burning coals on his head” is debated. 

It may refer to the burning shame your good deeds induce that leads your enemy to repentance or perhaps to the 

final judgment of God on the person’s life. Whatever the case, the final words are clear. We treat our enemies 

with kindness (whether they repent or not) to please our heavenly Father and He will reward us. 

 

Are you a good neighbor? 
  

 

 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Jude  


