
JOEL: THE DAY OF THE LORD 

Monday, June 22 

Reading: Joel 1 
 

Jeremiah 8:21  Since my people are crushed, I am crushed; I mourn, and horror grips me. 22  Is there 

 no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is there no healing for the wound of my people? 
9:1 Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears! I would weep day and night 

for the slain of my people.  
 

The main theme of Joel is “the day of the Lord.” He uses it 5 times in these three short chapters. 

The day of the Lord speaks of God stepping into history to act on behalf of His people. It usually 

involves judgment, salvation, and blessing. Joel’s prophecy contains three distinct “days” of 

God’s judgment. (1) A past locust invasion (1:1-20) which calls the people to repentance. (2) A 

future army invasion (2:1-27) which ultimately leads to God’s blessing. (3) The ultimate Day of 

the Lord (2:28 – 3:21) where God judges the nations and sets up His kingdom. 

 

AUTHOR: Joel’s name means “the Lord is God.” He was the son of a man named Pethuel. His 

message was for the southern kingdom of Judah. We don’t know anything else about this 

prophet. We are not even sure when he wrote or what time period he lived in. Opinions range 

from the 9
th

 century BC (time of Elisha) to the 6
th

 century (just before the Babylonian captivity) 

to a date sometime after the return of the exiles from Babylon. I would lean toward the 6
th

 

century date but cannot be dogmatic about it. However, Joel’s message does not depend on 

knowing when he wrote it.  

 

OUTLINE OF JOEL: 

(1) The Locust Plague   Joel 1:1-20 

(2) The Coming Day of the Lord  Joel 2:1-11 

(3) A Call for Repentance   Joel 2:12-27 

(4) The Final Day of the Lord    Joel 2:28 – 3:21 

 

Joel 1 sets us up for the rest of the book. The prophet describes a recent locust invasion of the 

land and the devastation it left behind. This inspires Joel to call the people and elders together to 

mourn and cry out to God. This literal locust plague is a picture of the two coming “days of the 

Lord” in the following chapters.  

 

God used the locusts to get His people’s attention. He wanted them to repent and get prepared for 

what was to come. The people had thought that the day of the Lord was all about God stepping in 

to bless His people. But the locust plague was seen by Joel as a warning about God’s judgment – 

which would get worse before it got better! 

 

If we are paying attention, we can see how God uses events in our lives to bring us to repentance 

and prepare us for the future. What events has God used in your life to draw you closer to Him? 

How have these times helped you prepare for what God had in store for your future? 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Corinthians 7 


