
 

2 KINGS: IRON FLOATS 

Saturday, June 22 

Reading: 2 Kings 6:1-7 
 

2 Kings 6:5  As one of them was cutting down a tree, the iron axhead fell into the water. “Oh no, my lord!” 

he cried out. “It was borrowed!” 6  The man of God asked, “Where did it fall?” When he showed him the 

place, Elisha cut a stick and threw it there, and made the iron float. 
 

The impact of this story is lessened if we forget that the majority of Israel at this time was 

steeped in idol worship. Yet during this dark time there is spiritual light. The company of the 

prophets is increasing to the point where they have outgrown their present facility. They request 

Elisha’s permission to cut down trees near the Jordan River to build a new meeting house. Elisha 

agrees and even goes with them to help in the work. 

 

As they are working, an iron axhead slipped off its’ handle and sinks to the bottom of the river. 

The prophet who lost it is distraught because it was borrowed. He probably wondered how he 

would replace it since iron was very expensive. The young prophet cries out to Elisha for help. 

Having discovered approximately where it was lost, Elisha throws a stick into the river and the 

iron axhead miraculously floats to the surface. This must have greatly encouraged this group of 

prophets and reinforced their faith in God. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Won’t You Please Come with Your Servants?” Elisha was not afraid to get his 

hands dirty. He joined these young prophets in the work and thus was there when a need arose. 

Leaders should never consider themselves above the people they lead. They should not consider 

a task too menial for them to do. Leaders can help people much better when they are “in the 

trenches” with them, working together for God’s glory. In what ways are your leaders invested in 

your life? How can you better support your leaders and work together to fulfill God’s plan? 

 

LESSON TWO: “The Iron Axhead Fell into the Water.” This was not an earth-shattering event. 

It would not change the course of history. It was a small event in the life of this one young 

prophet. We often think the Lord only works on the big stages of the world and can’t be 

interested in our ordinary day-to-day lives. But nothing could be further from the truth. God 

works best in the mundane moments of our lives. Why do we feel that we can’t bother God with 

the little stuff in our lives? Like this prophet, we need to cry out for the Lord in all things – big or 

small. How has God helped you in the “little things” of life? What can you do to remind yourself 

to come to God with everything and not just the big stuff? 

 


