
OUR MAIN BUSINESS 

Thursday, June 21 

Reading: Psalms 96 
 

Psalm 96:8  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts. 

9  Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 
 

J. I. Packer once wrote that “the main business that you are here for is to know God.” 
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Many of us miss this point. There is nothing more important than a growing, intimate relation-

ship with our heavenly Father. Brother Lawrence was a monk in 17
th

 century France. He was 

known for his intimate relationship with God. In the book The Practice of the Presence of God 

(compiled after his death) he had these words to say: 
 

“We must know before we can love. In order to know God, we must often think of Him; and when we 

come to love Him, we shall then also think of Him often, for our heart will be with our treasure.” 
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The author of Psalm 96 knew God intimately. As we read this psalm there are more than 10 

references to the God’s attributes. The author also gives us instructions for how to continue 

thinking about God and growing to know and love Him more each day. 

 

1. SING TO THE LORD (96:1-6): Singing has been a part of worship since the beginning. The 

angels sang at the creation of the world (Job 38:4, 7). The book of Psalms is Israel’s 

hymnbook. The early church was instructed to teach and admonish one another “in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16; Eph. 

5:19). Singing will even be an important part of our experience in eternity (Rev. 5, 14, 19). 

There is something about singing that brings us closer to God. But singing does not just lift our 

spirits in praise to God; it is an instrument for sharing God’s salvation “among the nations.”  

 

2. GIVE TO THE LORD (96:7-10): To know God we must give Him all that He deserves. He 

deserves all the glory and credit for what He has done. He deserves our offerings – giving back 

to Him the blessings He has bestowed on us. He deserves our worship. No one and nothing 

should replace Him as first in our lives. He deserves our witness – telling the world of His 

salvation and sovereignty. 

 

3. LOOK FOR THE LORD (96:11-13): Here we pick up the theme of Psalm 94 – God is the 

Judge. These verses transport us to the future when Jesus returns to judge the earth. The 

Apostle Paul tells us that all creation is groaning under sin waiting to be “delivered from the 

bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God” (Rom. 8:19-22). Psalm 

96 points to the day when creation will rejoice again as God judges sin and restores all things. 

We too eagerly look forward to that day (Rom. 8:23-25). 

 

Is knowing God your “main business” or are you OK with simply knowing about Him? 
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  https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/knowing-god 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 2 Chronicles 10-12; Romans 7 


