
PROVERBS 25-29: LIVING FOR THE KING 

Tuesday, June 21 

Reading: Proverbs 25:6-15 
 

Proverbs 25:11  Like apples of gold in settings of silver is a ruling rightly given. 
 

This next set of proverbs talk about how to act in the king’s court. While most of us will never be in the 

presence of royalty, these principles apply to our daily life as well. Consider that we do live for a King – the 

King of heaven. These attitudes are essential to be loyal subjects of the Kingdom of God. 

 

HUMILITY (25:6-7a) – The closer you were to the king the more honored was your position. Humility teaches 

us not to take the important position but allow the king to promote you instead. Jesus said the same thing in 

Luke 14. 
 

“When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have 

been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you 

will have to take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will 

say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other guests. For all those who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” (Luke 14:8-11) 

 

CAUTION (25:7b-8) – The king also judged legal cases. This proverb advises caution when making an 

accusation. What you have seen may not be the whole story. You may not have all the facts. Caution and 

careful investigation are better than jumping to conclusions lest you be put to shame if your initial judgment 

was wrong. 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY (25:9-10) – To “betray another’s confidence” is to engage in gossip. Gossip never helps 

an issue. It only makes it worse. A gossip ruins their own reputation. Far better to talk to the person you have a 

grievance with directly and settle the issue. Doing this will avoid misunderstandings and allow the other person 

to give an explanation. “It keeps an issue small, manageable, and solvable.”
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CORRECT SPEECH (25:11-14) – The first two proverbs compare speech to fine jewelry (11-12). “A ruling 

rightly given” describes words spoken at the right time. We need to watch not only what we say but how and 

when we say it so our words will be beneficial to those we want to reach. It is also important that we respond in 

the proper way to correction. Words of reproof must be received with “a listening ear.” We must be willing to 

accept and grow from words meant to reprove and make us better. The next proverb reminds us to be reliable in 

our speech (13). We must remember we are speaking for the King as His representatives and our words should 

be refreshing to God and others like a cold drink on a hot day. The opposite is true when we make promises we 

don’t keep (14). Like an empty cloud that promises rain but delivers nothing, we are “full of hot air” when our 

words do not match our lives. 

 

PATIENCE (25:15) – You might think you have to be tough to deal with tough, difficult people. But this 

proverb tells us that patience and a soft answer is far more powerful than losing your temper or arguing. By 

patiently and lovingly sharing God’s wisdom we can break down the toughest resistance. “A gentle answer 

turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger…A hot-tempered person stirs up conflict, but the one who is 

patient calms a quarrel.” (Proverbs 15:1, 18). 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: 3 John  


