
HOSEA: BLESSINGS OF REPENTANCE 

Sunday, June 21 

Reading: Hosea 13-14 
 

Hosea 14:1  Return, Israel, to the LORD your God. Your sins have been your downfall! 2  Take words  
with you and return to the LORD. Say to him: “Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that we  
may offer the fruit of our lips. 

 

Throughout his book, Hosea has offered hope in the midst of judgment. As he closes, he will 

offer one last cry for repentance and the promise of God’s forgiveness. Earlier, God had 

compared Israel’s love for God to a disappearing morning mist (6:4). Now God says they will 

disappear like the dew and the chaff from the threshing floor. God reminds them of the Exodus 

and how their ancestors had promised to have no God or Savior but the Lord. But their consistent 

idolatry and growth in sin will bring God’s terrible judgment (13:1-16).  

 

But despite the gruesome picture of Israel’s fate at the end of chapter 13, there is still hope! In 

the face of Israel’s wickedness and idolatry, Hosea still refers to God as “the LORD your God” 

(14:1). God has not abandoned His people. He is calling for them to turn from their sins and 

return to Him. 

 

This requires a serious repentance, not the superficial, half-hearted “We’re sorry!” that had 

occurred in the past. It would also bring praise for the Lord from the lips of those who were 

forgiven. They would place their trust in God alone and not in other nations, their own military 

might, or their manmade idols. God would forgive not because they deserved it, but because of 

His grace and compassion (14:2-3). 

 

God’s promise for those who return to Him is great. “I will heal their waywardness and love 

them freely, for My anger has turned away from them” (14:4). God promised to restore their 

prosperity (14:5-6) and protection (14:7-8). God’s blessings are for those who understand that 

“the ways of the Lord are right; the righteous walk in them (14:9).   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. “When they were satisfied, they became proud; then they forgot Me” (13:6). How easy is it 

to forget about God in the good times! When everything is going well we often are not as 

diligent to pray and build our relationship with the Lord. But this is exactly when we need to 

seek the Lord more fervently. If we wait until trouble comes to turn to the Lord we will not 

have the spiritual strength to endure. How consistent are you in building your relationship to 

the Lord? What might be distracting you from becoming more like Christ every day? 

 

2. Hosea 14 is read in Jewish communities on the Day of Atonement. It is a reminder that God 

always responds with love and grace to a repentant heart. The Hebrew word ‘waywardness’ 

(14:4) is from the same root as the word ‘return.’ Our sin makes us wander from God. 

Repentance causes us to return to His ways. Have you answered God’s call to turn to Him? 

Have your experienced God’s love and forgiveness made possible by the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ? 

 
Proverbs 4:18  The path of the righteous is like the morning sun, shining ever brighter till the full light of day.  

19  But the way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble. 

 


