
 

2 KINGS: GIFTS, GREED, & GOD’S GLORY 

Friday, June 21 

Reading: 2 Kings 5:17-27 
 

2 Kings 5:26  But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his chariot to 

meet you? Is this the time to take money or to accept clothes—or olive groves and vineyards, or flocks and 

herds, or male and female slaves? 27  Naaman’s leprosy will cling to you and to your descendants forever.” 

Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and his skin was leprous—it had become as white as snow. 
 

The end of this story is a study in contrast between Namaan, the pagan commander who is just 

learning about God and Gehazi, the servant of Elisha who has known and experienced God for 

some time. 

 

After his healing, Namaan wants to show his appreciation by giving Elisha a gift but the prophet 

refuses. He wants Namaan to realize that it was God who cleansed his leprosy, not God’s 

prophet. And God’s gifts are free. Next Namaan requests bags of dirt so he can worship the true 

God on Israelite soil. He affirms that he will never again serve the pagan gods of his country. In 

fact, he asks forgiveness for the times his duties will force him to enter the false temple to 

support his king. Elisha sends Namaan away with the peace of God. 

 

Gehazi, however, has other plans. Notice his evil actions. He makes an oath in God’s name to get 

some of Namaan’s gifts for himself (5:20). He lies to Namaan in Elisha’s name using some 

visiting prophets as an excuse to get the gifts (5:22). When Namaan offers more than he asked 

for he gladly takes it and hides the “stolen” booty in the house (5:23-24). He then lies to Elisha 

about his whereabouts (5:25). But God is not fooled. He has already told Elisha about his 

servant’s actions. As punishment, Gehazi receives Namaan’s leprosy which will be passed down 

to his descendents. 

 

LESSON ONE: “May the Lord Forgive Your Servant.” The change in Namaan is powerful. 

Gone is the pride and arrogance of before. It is replaced by a humble spirit that desires to do 

whatever he can to be a true worshipper of God. His first steps in his new faith may be a little off 

(i.e. He doesn’t need Israelite dirt; God is everywhere), but he is sincere. He knows his duties 

may seem to others that he is still worshipping the pagan gods, but he wants Elisha and God to 

know that he is faithful to the God of Israel alone. Has your experience with God changed you? 

Do your words and actions show others your faith? How can you help someone who is young in 

the faith to grow? 

 

LESSON TWO: “I Will Get Something From Him.” Gehazi has been by Elisha’s side for some 

years. He has heard all the teachings and witnessed all the miracles. Yet despite all this, his greed 

got the best of him. He lies and steals to get what he wants. This could have damaged Namaan’s 

faith if he found out. It could have made him believe that the worship of God was just like all the 

other religions – merely to get what you want. This is a danger of ministry. When God blesses 

we can be tempted to “steal” some of it to satisfy our own desires. Greed has caused many a 

servant of God to fall. We need to watch our hearts and motives to be sure they are pure. 

Ministry is done for God’s glory, not personal gain. In what ways might you be tempted to use 

God’s blessings in a wrong way? What steps do we need to take to keep our hearts and motives 

focused on God and His kingdom? 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 17-20; Romans 8 


