
HOSEA: LESSONS FROM HISTORY 

Saturday, June 20 

Reading: Hosea 11-12 
 

Hosea 11:7  For my people are determined to desert me. They call me the Most High, but they don’t truly 

honor me. 8  “Oh, how can I give you up, Israel? How can I let you go? How can I destroy you like Admah  

or demolish you like Zeboiim? My heart is torn within me, and my compassion overflows. 
 

These chapters present a history lesson for God’s people. God’s great love for them was 

expressed in His rescuing them from slavery in Egypt. But it did not take long for them to turn 

away from God to idols. Like a loving father, He taught them and healed them; He “led them 

with cords of human kindness, with ties of love.” But they refused to repent and now judgment 

must fall (11:1-6). 

 

This breaks the heart of God! You can hear the anguish in His voice as He laments, “How can I 

give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel?” Admah and Zeboiim were cities 

destroyed along with Sodom and Gomorrah (Deuteronomy 29:23). Though His judgment must 

fall it would not be total as it was for these cities. There is a word play here in Hebrew. The 

Hebrew word “changed” is the same word used in Genesis and Deuteronomy for God 

“overthrowing” these wicked cities. God is saying, “Israel will not be completely ‘overturned’ as 

those cities were, but there will be an ‘overturning’ in the heart of God.” The flame of God’s 

anger would be replaced by the fire of His compassion. Though He must judge He will one day 

restore (11:7-11). 

 

Hosea next looks at the life of the patriarch Jacob (12:2-5; Genesis 25-33). Jacob did not start off 

well. His birth hinted at the deception that would characterize the first part of his life. But he 

reached a turning point when he struggled with God and had his name changed to Israel. God 

wanted His people to learn from Jacob’s example. 

 

At Bethel, Jacob had encountered God in a dream as he fled from his brother Esau (Genesis 28). 

Years later, God would reaffirm His covenant with Jacob at Bethel (Genesis 35). But Bethel had 

become a place of idol worship. They believed their prosperity would hide their sin. But God 

demanded love and justice. He had sent prophets to warn the people but they were ignored (12:6-

11).  

 

God once again reminds them of His faithfulness to them. He protected and blessed Jacob in his 

wanderings and He had sent Moses to bring them out of Egypt but Israel was ungrateful. Their 

punishment was just because they had rejected the love and care of the God who saved them 

(12:12-14). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Do we ever take God’s love and care for granted? Take some time to think about all God has 

done for you. Maybe you can write these down and use them in your prayer time to thank 

God for His love. 

 

2. “Those who fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it.” Israel ignored the history of 

God’s blessing and went their own way. What lessons have you learned from history? How 

should God’s history in our lives affect the way we worship and serve Him?  
 


