
 

2 KINGS: A HEALING BATH 

Thursday, June 20 

Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-16 
 

2 Kings 5:2  Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from  
Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3  She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the 
prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 

 

Aram (Syria) was a constant enemy of Israel. They often raided the land and took crops, cattle, 

and people back to their country. In one of these raids, a little Jewish girl had been taken from 

her family and made a slave to the wife of Naaman, one of Aram’s best commanders. However, 

instead of being resentful over her position this girl had compassion for her master. When she 

learned of Naaman’s leprosy she mentioned that Elisha could heal him (a great statement of faith 

since nowhere is it recorded that Elisha had ever healed anyone of leprosy). 

 

Naaman’s encounter with the king of Israel almost derailed the whole thing. There was no 

mention of Elisha or God in the letter sent by Aram’s king. The king of Israel misinterpreted the 

letter as an attempt to pick a fight. Elisha hears of the turmoil in the palace and tells the king to 

send Naaman to him.  

 

When Naaman arrives, a servant tells him God’s message: “Go, wash yourself seven times in the 

Jordan.” Naaman is incensed that Elisha did not even see him and that his orders seem so 

foolish! However his servants convince him to follow God’s directions and when he does he is 

healed. Naaman wants to reward Elisha for his healing but the prophet refuses to take anything. 

It was God who had healed the commander, not Elisha. 

 

LESSON ONE: “A Young Girl From Israel.” This unnamed servant girl is the real hero of this 

story. Instead of being resentful of being ripped from her home and made a slave, she has 

compassion and shares her faith in God and His prophet with her masters. This ultimately led to 

Naaman becoming a believer in the true God. What is your attitude when things seem to go 

wrong?  Are you resentful or do you look for God’s hand in the situation to share your faith and 

have compassion on others? 

 

LESSON TWO: “A Letter to the King of Israel.” The king of Israel jumped to conclusions out of 

fear and suspicion. We always get in trouble when we make quick decisions without getting all 

the facts. These conflicts get worse when God is left out of the equation. When have you made a 

decision without all the facts? What were the results? How can we be sure that God is always at 

the center of our decisions and actions?   

 

LESSON THREE: “Naaman Went Away Angry.” Naaman almost missed his healing because of 

his anger and lack of faith. He was looking for something spectacular, not a simple thing like 

washing in the Jordan. Do we ever miss God’s blessing because of a bad attitude?  Do we look 

for a lightning bolt from heaven when God is blessing through the simple, everyday things in our 

life? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 13-16; Romans 7 


