
SILENCE OF GOD 

Friday, June 1 

Reading: Psalm 83 
 

Psalm 83:1 O God, do not remain silent; do not turn a deaf ear, do not stand aloof, O God. 2  See how your  

enemies growl, how your foes rear their heads…16  Cover their faces with shame, LORD, so that they will seek  

your name. 17  May they ever be ashamed and dismayed; may they perish in disgrace. 18  Let them know that  

you, whose name is the LORD— that you alone are the Most High over all the earth. 

 
Have you ever been faced with the silence of God? The world around you is spinning out of control and your 

cries to God seem to fall on deaf ears. That is the experience of the author of Psalm 83. The nation of Israel is 

again under attack by a coalition of their enemies and God seems far away (83:1-8). This was not a new 

experience. Israel felt abandoned before God led Deborah to defeat the forces of Sisera (83:9-10; Judg. 4-5). 

Gideon asked the angel of the Lord, “Where are all His wonders that our ancestors told us about? But now God 

has abandoned us and given us into the hands of Midian? (Judg. 6:13). Yet God used him and his 300 men to 

destroy the kings of Midian and their armies (83:11-12; Judg. 7-8). 

 

Throughout Israel’s history we see that God’s people have always been under attack by the world. And many 

times God has seemed silent. The Assyrians sent the apostate northern kingdom of Israel into exile and the 

Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem, burned the temple, and took the southern kingdom of Judah into captivity. 

But the Jewish people endured. The book of Esther records how Haman, a Persian prince, tried to annihilate the 

Jews. But Haman was killed and the Jewish people survived.  

 

Some 150 years before the birth of Christ, the Greek ruler Antiochus Epiphanes tried to force the Jews to adopt 

Greek ways and abandon their faith. A revolt led by the Maccabeus freed Israel from this foreign dictator’s 

power. In 70 AD, the Roman army burnt the Temple to the ground and scattered the Jews throughout the 

empire. For centuries the Jews were a people without a homeland. And yet they survived. 

 

During World War II, Hitler and the Nazis tried to wipe the Jews from the face of the earth. Millions were 

killed but Hitler and his regime are gone and the Jewish people remain. In 1948, nearly two centuries after the 

Romans destroyed Jerusalem, Israel was proclaimed a nation again. This led to several wars between Israel and 

the surrounding Arab nations. In June of 1967 Israel crippled the combined forces of Egypt, Syria, and Jordan 

in just 6 days. The tension between Israel and its neighboring Arab nations continues today. And yet this little 

nation, surrounded by enemies, still survives. 

 

Is God silent? The obvious answer is “NO.” The events in Israel’s history show that He is always working, 

often behind the scenes, to accomplish His purposes. He raises up people to fulfill His will. His promises can 

never be shaken. 

 

Don’t be alarmed when God seems silent and the world appears to be getting the upper hand. God is working 

out His will so that His Name will receive glory. Let the closing words of Psalm 83 are our battle cry:  

 

“Let them know that You, whose name is the LORD - that You alone are the Most High over all the earth.” 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 2 Kings 22-25; Acts 21 


