
EZEKIEL: VISIONS OF GOD’S GLORY 

Monday, June 1 

Reading: Ezekiel 4-6 
 

Ezekiel 6:11  “ ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Strike your hands together and stamp your feet and 

cry out “Alas!” because of all the wicked and detestable practices of the people of Israel, for they will fall by 

the sword, famine and plague. 14  And I will stretch out my hand against them…Then they will know that I 

am the LORD.’ ” 
 

“It is a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.” These words about Russia spoken by 

Winston Churchill could just as easily be said of the book of Ezekiel. It is a maze of visions and 

strange “action sermons” that can be confusing at best and boring at worst. But when you really 

pay attention, the message of Ezekiel is just as relevant today as it was 3000 years ago. It has a 

lot of “gloom and doom” for the prophet’s listeners, but also rays of glorious light as he sees 

beyond the present to God’s glorious future for His people. 

 

AUTHOR: Ezekiel was from a priestly family. In 605 BC, King Nebuchadnezzar conquered 

Judah and made it a vassal to Babylon. At this time he took most of the Temple treasures and a 

large number of captives to Babylon (Daniel was in this group of exiles). Despite Jeremiah’s 

warnings, the king of Jerusalem eventually rebelled and Nebuchadnezzar would return in 597 BC 

to put down the rebellion and take more captives. The 25-year old Ezekiel was part of this group. 

Five years later, God calls Ezekiel to be a prophet to the Jewish people living in exile. Since the 

people Ezekiel was to prophesy to would not listen to a standard sermon, God made the prophet 

a living visual aid to get their attention. 

 

OUTLINE OF EZEKIEL: 

(1) Call of Ezekiel     Ezekiel 1-3 

(2) Messages of Judgment    Ezekiel 4-24 

(given before the fall of Jerusalem)     

(3) Judgment on the Gentile Nations  Ezekiel 25-32 

(4) Jerusalem’s Restoration and Future Glory    Ezekiel 33-39 

(given after the fall of Jerusalem) 

(5) Visions of the Millennial Temple  Ezekiel 40-48 

(given 13 years after the fall of Jerusalem) 

 

At the center of the book of Ezekiel is God Himself. Ezekiel’s message is filled with images of 

God’s GLORY. We also learn that God is a God of JUSTICE. Fifteen times God proclaims that 

His judgments are “for His name’s sake.” Over 60 times God proclaims the purpose of His 

judgment is “that they may know that I am the Lord.” Lastly, Ezekiel shows us the He is a God 

of MERCY. Even in the midst of judgment God reminds His people that He will save a remnant. 

He promises a New Covenant and a return to the Promised Land. Think about this quotation 

from author J.I. Packer. 

 
“While my fellow believers are constantly seeking to advance in godliness, they show little direct interest in God 

Himself. When they study Scripture, only the principles of daily personal godliness gets their attention; their 

heavenly Father does not.” 

 

May we learn more about our great God through the writing of Ezekiel the prophet! 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 8 


