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Reading: Acts 20 
 

Acts 20: 32  “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and  

give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

 

If you have been in church for many years you have probably experienced the departure of a 

pastor.  Sometimes it is caused by friction between the pastor and congregation.  But most of the 

time it is because God has called the pastor to a new ministry.  That is how it was for Paul and 

the Ephesian elders.  Paul had spent over three years training and teaching these men.  They had 

been through victories, trials, and even a riot together. Now it was time to leave and Paul 

believed he would not see them again this side of heaven. 

 

In his farewell address, Paul lays out some excellent principles for all who serve the Lord - both 

in full-time ministry and as lay people. 

 

COMMITMENT TO GOD’S PEOPLE (20:17-19).  We need to be humbly committed to serve 

God’s people and help them grow any way we can. 

 

COMMITMENT TO GOD’S GOSPEL (20:20-21).  Like Paul, the gospel must be our primary 

focus - not holding back anything that will help someone repent and believe in Christ 

 

COMMITMENT TO GOD’S WILL (20:22-25).  Even though he knew danger was ahead, Paul 

was determined to follow where God had called him to go.  We too need to follow God’s will for 

our lives wherever it leads. 

 

COMMITMENT TO GOD’S WORD (20:26-27).  Paul did not leave out any of God’s message 

simply because it was unpopular or did not make people feel good.  We need to be determined to 

know and share ALL of God’s Word. 

 

GUARD OURSELVES (20:28a).  Guard your heart and mind so you can remain pure and your 

testimony for Christ is not compromised. 

 

GUARD THE SHEEP (20:28b).  Pastors and church leaders are not really appointed by people; 

they have been entrusted by Christ with the care of the believers for which He died.  The “sheep” 

belong to Him and He expects leaders to care for them as He would. 

 

 GUARD AGAINST SATAN (20:29-31).  Satan would like nothing better than to destroy the 

believer and Christ’s church.  We must be on guard against his attacks and false teachers. 

 

GUARD YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD (20:23). To be committed to God and His Word 

will build our relationship with God and help us live holy lives. 

 

GUARD YOUR HEART (20:33-35).  Paul’s emphasis on giving and not being greedy reminds 

us all that “where your treasure it, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21).  
 


