
RESCUE THE PERISHING 

Sunday, June 19

[1] Rescue the perishing, care for the dying 

Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave 

Weep o'er the erring one, lift up the fallen 

Tell them of Jesus, the mighty to save 
 

[CHORUS] 

Rescue the perishing 

Care for the dying 

Jesus is merciful 

Jesus will save 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[2] Though they are slighting Him, still He is waiting 

Waiting the penitent child to receive 

Plead with them earnestly, plead with them gently 

He will forgive if they only believe 

 

[3] Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter 

feelings lie buried that grace can restore 

touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness 

chords that are broken will vibrate once more 

 

[4] Rescue the perishing, duty demands it 

Strength for thy labor the Lord will provide 

back to the narrow way patiently win them 

tell the poor wanderer a Savior has died 

Though blind from the age of 6 months old, Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) helped many people see the Lord Jesus 

and salvation in a powerful way. She wrote over 8000 hymn texts in her lifetime that inspired and convicted 

people to the gospel. We would not have songs such as “Blessed Assurance”, “Redeemed, How I Love to 

Proclaim It”, and “Near the Cross” (and dozens more found in most hymnbooks) without Fanny Crosby. Many 

of her hymns were inspired by events in her life. 
 

The song “Rescue the Perishing” was written after a visit to the New York City Bowery Mission. She would go 

there one night a week to talk to “her boys” as she called them. On this night in 1869, she had a feeling that 

there was someone present “who had wandered from his mother’s home and teaching.” She pleaded with the 

young men that night to come see her after the service. 
 

A young man approached Miss Crosby and told her that he had promised his mother he would meet her in 

heaven. But because of the way he was living he believed that would be impossible. Fanny talked and prayed 

with this young man and he accepted Christ as his Savior. He went away saying, “Now I am ready to meet my 

mother in Heaven, for I have found God.”
1 

 That night Fanny Crosby went home and wrote the words for 

“Rescue the Pershing.” 
 

This song is addressed to Christians. The opening stanza reminds me of the words recorded in Jude 1:22-23. 
 

Be merciful to those who doubt; save others by snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy,  

mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh. 
 

The second stanza pictures the heart of the lost who are rejecting Christ. And yet God patiently waits and pleads 

through us for them to repent and believe. Her third verse compares the lost heart to what God can make it if 

they only turn to Him. Though they are crushed by sin and Satan, God’s grace can restore them. We see a bit of 

Crosby’s heart in this verse as they are “touched” and “wakened” not by words but by actions – “by a loving 

heart…by kindness.” It is a reminder that we must not only SPEAK the gospel, but we must LIVE the gospel in 

our daily lives and actions. 
 

The final verse is a call to obey God’s call. Jesus did not ask us to share the good news with others – He 

commanded it! He also promised to give us strength to accomplish the task. After commanding us to “make 

disciples of all nations” Jesus promised to be with us always (Matthew 28:19-20). While proclaiming that we 

are to be His witness, He said “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8).  
 

Are we obeying God’s call to “rescue the perishing”?  
 

Listen to “Rescue the Perishing” on Youtube @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgXkgAxnF1g 
 

1  https://ministry127.com/resources/illustration/the-story-behind-rescue-the-perishing 

    https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-rescue-the-perishing-crosby 


