
JUDGE OF THE EARTH 

Tuesday, June 19 

Reading: Psalm 94 
 

Psalm 94:2  Rise up, Judge of the earth; pay back to the proud what they deserve. 3  How long,  

LORD, will the wicked, how long will the wicked be jubilant? 

 

Psalm 93 (and following) proclaims that God reigns – He is all-powerful and holy. A common 

argument used by those who want to refute God’s existence is that “if God is all powerful, why 

does He allow evil things to happen. They ultimately claim that either God is all-powerful but 

not good thus He doesn’t care what happens or He is good but not all-powerful thus He can’t do 

anything about evil if He wanted to. This allows these people to ignore God in their lives. Psalm 

94 helps us answer this question. 

 

The call of this psalm is “Rise up, Judge of the earth.” It is a call for justice against the evil that 

people do (94:1-7). The only think about themselves and crush anyone who gets in their way. 

Instead of protecting the helpless, they use and abuse them for their own profit. They claim that 

the Lord is like their idols. He does not see or care what they do. 

 

But the psalmist is not drawn in by their wickedness (94:8-11). He sees them for what they are – 

senseless fools. The wicked ignore the fact that God is the Creator and sees and hears all they do. 

While the wicked believe they are in control, the Lord reveals that their plans are futile, empty, 

and meaningless. 

 

The psalmist now turns to God’s people. If God is truly the Judge of the earth, how are we to 

respond?  First, we must accept and learn from God’s discipline (94:12-15). Discipline is not a 

sign of God’s rejection but His love. When we live like the world it hurts our testimony. God 

teaches us through His Word how to be “upright in heart.” His discipline leads us back to the 

right way. 

 

A second response is to stand against wickedness (94:16-19). The Lord expects us to oppose the 

things He opposes. This is not easy for many times this means standing against what the world 

claims is acceptable. It is only through the Lord’s help that we can have victory over the evil that 

surrounds us. Sometimes we may feel like slipping back into old worldly patterns and activities, 

but God’s love does not fail and will help us stand firm. When anxiety grips our soul, God’s 

comfort can bring us joy. 

 

Third, we must not align ourselves with the wicked (94:20-23). The wicked use laws to promote 

their wickedness. God cannot condone their evil and neither should His people. How can we 

accept their evil ways when their ultimate goal is to persecute those who follow God! When we 

stand against evil in the world the Lord is our Refuge we can run to and the Rock we can stand 

on. The wicked will not win in the end. Their judgment is coming! 

 

When the patriarch Abraham was pleading with God for the wicked, he stated “Shall not the 

Judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25). The obvious answer is “yes.” We can trust that 

God will judge both the wicked and the godly with righteousness and justice. Trust in Him and 

show the world His power and goodness in your life. 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 2 Chronicles 4-6; Romans 5 


