
HOSEA: SOWING & REAPING  

Friday, June 19 

Reading: Hosea 10  
 

Hosea 10:12  Sow righteousness for yourselves, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed 

ground; for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers his righteousness on you. 13  But you 

have planted wickedness, you have reaped evil, you have eaten the fruit of deception. Because you have 

depended on your own strength and on your many warriors, 14  the roar of battle will rise against your 

people, so that all your fortresses will be devastated—  
 

During the reign of Jeroboam II the nation of Israel prospered. But instead of thanking God for 

their blessings, the people attributed it to the false gods they worshipped. Bethel is mentioned 

prominently for it was the center of worship for the golden calf idol. Bethel means “house of 

God” but God called it Beth-Aven which means “house of wickedness.” Because of their lack of 

trust in God, the Lord would allow the Assyrians to come in and carry them and their false gods 

into exile. 

 

In the midst of this judgment the prophet gives a call for repentance. Using the illustration of a 

farmer, Hosea pleads with Israel to “sow righteousness” so they might “reap the fruit of unfailing 

love.” But instead they had “planted wickedness and reaped evil.” He urges the people to “break 

up the unplowed ground” of their hearts. But instead they have “eaten the fruit of deception” and 

trusted in their own strength instead of trusting in the Lord. The call to “seek the Lord” has once 

again fallen on deaf ears (10:12-14). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. How do we handle God’s blessing? Like Israel, sometimes it seems the more God blesses the 

more we want. We take the blessings of God and use it for ourselves. Everything we have is 

a gift from God and what we give AND what we keep should be used in ways that honor 

Him. Do we thank God for what He has given us? Are we using God’s blessings merely to 

please our own wants and pleasures? Does the way we use money, power, etc. show our love 

for the Lord and desire to see His kingdom advance in the world?  

 

2. Hosea speaks of God showering His people with righteousness (6:12). This requires three 

things: (1) “Sow righteousness” – The old saying ‘Garbage in, garbage out’ is true. If we fill 

our lives with worldly things than we will reap destruction. If we “sow” our lives with God’s 

righteousness His love will overflow in our lives. (2) “Break up your unplowed ground” – 

Our hearts can become hard by unconfessed sin and disobedience. We need to break up this 

hard ground through repentance, obedience, and devotion to God and His Word. Do you 

have any “hard ground” that needs to be broken up in your life? (3) “Seek the Lord” – It must 

be our desire to know and grow in our relationship with God. This takes effort on our part. 

We must be dedicated to the study of His Word, prayer, and the spiritual disciplines that 

draw us closer to Him.  
 

“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their 

flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap 

eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 

not give up” (Galatians 6:7-9). 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Corinthians 6 


