
 

2 KINGS: FOOD IN A FAMINE 

Wednesday, June 19 

Reading: 2 Kings 4:38-44 
 

2 Kings 4:44  Then he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over, according to the word  

of the LORD. 
 

During a time of famine, people would use whatever they could find to eat. While looking for ingredients for a stew, 

one man finds some gourds on a wild vine. He chops them up and adds them to the stew even though he does not 

know what they are (never a good idea when cooking!) Unfortunately for this group of prophets the gourds were 

poisonous. The men probably started getting sick and realized what had happened. There was “death in the pot”! 

Elisha put some flour to the stew and it was now safe to eat. Of course it wasn’t the flour; it was God who made the 

stew safe to eat. 

 

As the famine continued, a generous man brought Elisha twenty loaves of bread as a firstfruits offering to God (see 

Numbers 18:13). Elisha told his servant to feed the one hundred men (probably more sons of the prophets) who were 

with them. The servant (probably Gehazi) knows that this is far too little to feed all these people, but Elisha tells him 

that God has promised that there would be more than enough and some left over. And so it was. Little or much, God 

provides when we trust in Him. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Death in the Pot.” Sometimes our problems come from sin in our lives or an enemy attack. But 

sometimes they are simply caused by our own unwise decisions. Though the man in the first story had good 

intentions, he endangered the entire community through his foolish action of adding the unknown gourds to the pot. 

If he had only consulted with someone who knew more about plants the whole problem could have been avoided. 

When have you made a rash decision or action that has ended up hurting yourself or others? Who would be a good 

person in your life to consult when you have issues or questions? 

 

LESSON TWO: “They Will Eat and Have Some Left Over.” God used both Elisha and the generous man who gave 

the bread to provide for His people. Notice the generosity of the prophet. Knowing it was not enough to feed 

everyone, he could have kept the loaves for himself. That appears to be Gehazi’s attitude. But Elisha shared it with 

the others and trusted God to multiply it to meet the need. Sometimes we don’t share because we feel we don’t have 

enough. We need to give to God in faith and then step back and watch Him work. What would happen if we trusted 

God with the little we have and let Him do a miracle in our life and the lives of others? What can you give in faith 

for God to use today? 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 9-12; Romans 6 


