
FATHER, FORGIVE THEM 

Friday, June 18 

Reading: Luke 23:33-37 
 

Luke 23:34  Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
 

The first cry of Christ from the cross is a prayer of forgiveness. Jesus lived and died by the words 

He taught: “Love your enemies…and pray for those who spitefully use you” (Luke 6:27-28). No 

one involved in the crucifixion understood what was happening. The Jews had rejected their 

Messiah and the Romans were just killing another criminal. None of them realized that Jesus was 

dying for their sins…and for ours. This is clearly seen in their sneering and mocking of the One 

who just forgave them! 

 

The wording in the Greek suggests that Jesus repeated this statement. As the soldiers were 

nailing Him to the cross He cried, “Father, forgive them.” As they gambled for His clothes He 

prayed, “Father, forgive them.” As the religious leaders and crowds hurled insults at Him, Jesus 

prayed, “Father, forgive them.”  

 

Some have suggested that Jesus was praying specifically for the Roman soldiers who really had 

no idea who He was. But the rest of the New Testament proclaims that everyone on the scene 

was ignorant of their true guilt.  
 

Acts 3:13  …You handed [Jesus] over to be killed, and you disowned Him before Pilate, though he had 

decided to let him go. 14  You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released 

to you. 15  You killed the Author of life, but God raised Him from the dead…17  “Now, fellow Israelites,  

I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 
 

We are also guilty for Christ’s death, for our sins put Him there. But Jesus’ prayer of forgiveness 

opens the way for anyone who believes in Him and repents to receive eternal life. 

 

Do you follow Christ’s example of forgiveness? One might argue that Jesus was the Son of God 

and that a mere human could not be so forgiving. But a few years later, Stephen, the first 

Christian martyr, prayed while being stoned to death, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them” 

(Acts 7:60). Many Christians through the centuries have followed Jesus’ example and prayed for 

their enemies, even those who were killing them.  

 

How easy it is for us here in the USA to hold grudges, speak out in anger, and refuse to forgive 

even minor offenses. We have not faced the fire of persecution. But that does not mean this 

attitude is right. We must follow the example of Jesus and those who have lived and died for 

Him. Is there someone you need to forgive? Is there some long standing argument that you need 

to resolve? “Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us” – The Lord’s 

Prayer. 
 

 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalm 6-9; Romans 8 


