
HOSEA: THE LONGSUFFERING OF GOD 

Thursday, June 18 

Reading: Hosea 6-7 
 

Hosea 7:13  Woe to them, because they have strayed from me! Destruction to them, because they have 
rebelled against me! I long to redeem them but they speak about me falsely.  

 

Hosea’s call to return to the Lord (6:1-3) has fallen on deaf ears. God sees their “love” for Him 

disappears as fast as the morning mist. They have not lived up the covenant promises they had 

made with God. God has sent prophets to “cut you in pieces” with His words but people and 

priests alike continue to “prostitute” themselves with the false gods around them. All God can 

say is, “What can I do with you?” (6:4-11). 

 

The people of Israel failed to realize that God saw all their sins. They could hide nothing from 

His sight (7:1-2). From the rulers on down, their one burning desire was wickedness (7:3-7). 

They sought the help and friendship of heathen nations instead of turning to the Lord (7:8-10). In 

their trouble, Israel turned to Egypt and Assyria They thought they could play these two enemies 

against each other. But God said they would be caught in their own trap (7:11-12).  

 

Though God longed to redeem His people, destruction would come instead. In their cries for 

grain and new wine they cry out to false gods, cutting themselves like heathen worshippers (see 

1 Kings 18:26-28). But the ways of God was far from their hearts (7:13-16). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings” 

(6:6). The people were just going through the motions. They believed that religious activity 

could take the place of a heart dedicated to God. Jesus quoted this verse to expose the 

hypocrisy of the religious people in His day (Matthew 9:13). Some people try to replace 

commitment to God with church attendance or doing good works. But nothing can substitute 

for a total devotion to the Lord and growing in our relationship with Him. How will you 

strengthen your love and connection with God today? 

 

2. Have you ever thought you could hide your sins from God? We sometimes try to cover our 

sin with excuses. Or we blame someone else. At other times we try to obscure the issue with 

other trivial matters. Hosea reminds us that God remembers all our evil deeds and they are 

always before Him (7:2).  

 

3.  The patience of God is displayed in that He had given Israel almost two centuries to repent 

and turn back to Him. Despite all their terrible sin and disobedience, God still said, “I long to 

redeem them” (7:13). When have you experienced the patience of God in your life? Is there 

someone you need to pray for who is testing God’s patience in their life? 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Corinthians 5 


