
2 KINGS: PRAYER FIRST 

Tuesday, June 18 

Reading: 2 Kings 4:18-37 
 

2 Kings 4:32  When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. 33  He went  

in, shut the door on the two of them and prayed to the LORD. 
 

There must have been much joy in the Shunnamite woman’s home at the birth of her child. After 

years of barrenness she had a son to love and raise. However, this would turn to bitter sorrow. 

The tragic event occurred some years later when the boy was old enough to go to the fields with 

his father. He complains of a headache and is sent back home to his mother. It is hard to imagine 

her feelings as “the boy sat on her lap until noon, and then he died.” The God who had given her 

life out of barrenness has not taken it away. 

 

It is in this impossible situation for a parent that her faith shines through. Somehow she believed 

that this was not the end of the story. And she knew the man of God was her only hope to find 

any real peace. She will let nothing and no one deter her. She takes the 25-mile journey to Mount 

Carmel to find the prophet. Upon coming to Elisha she falls and grabs hold of his feet. Elisha’s 

servant Gehazi has no compassion and tries to force her away but Elisha stops him.  

 

Once he learns the whole story the prophet sends Gehazi ahead to place his staff on the boy’s 

face. However, the mother will not leave Elisha’s side. She knows that the power to raise her boy 

is not with the servant or the staff but in the God whom Elisha represents. When Elisha arrives 

he shuts the door to the room and spends time in prayer. He stretches himself out on the boy just 

as Elijah had done years before with the widow of Zarephath’s son (1 Kings 17:17-24) with the 

same results – God heard the prayer and restored life to the dead child. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Everything is All Right.” Two times these words are on the grieving mother’s 

lips (4:23, 26). It is the Hebrew word shalom which means “peace.” Though used as a common 

greeting, it probably meant much more to this woman. In the midst of sorrow her faith gave her 

peace in God. She had faith to go to Elisha, knowing that God worked through him. Do we have 

peace in the midst of tragedy? Can we say ‘It is well with my soul” when “sorrows like sea 

billows roll”? 

 

LESSON TWO: “He Shut the Door and Prayed to the Lord.” There were no announcing 

trumpets or fanfare when God raised this child from the dead. He used the simple prayers and 

actions of His obedient servant to do the impossible. Perhaps that is why Gehazi failed when he 

set his master’s staff on the boy’s face. He failed to pray! The power was not in Elisha or his 

staff. The power was in God. As the woman had turned to Elisha for help, so Elisha turns to the 

only One who could help – God Himself. In any and all situations our first response should be 

prayer. It is not a last resort after we have exhausted all our efforts. Prayer needs to be our first 

recourse before we jump in with our own ideas and plans. Is prayer the first resort in your life? 

How can you strengthen your prayer life? Why is this important? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 5-8; Romans 5 


