
THEY CRUCIFIED HIM 

Thursday, June 17 

Reading: Luke 23:26-33 
 

Luke 23:33  When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him… 
 

Luke’s gospel does not mention the scourging of Jesus or the crown of thorns the Roman soldiers 

used to mock Him. But these, combined with lack of sleep and food since the night before, are 

the reason why Jesus was not able to carry His own cross to the site of execution. The soldiers 

impress a Jewish man named Simon of Cyrene to carry the cross for Him. For him to be 

mentioned in three of the four gospels (Mark even names his sons!) tells us that he was well 

known in the Christian community. This brief encounter with Jesus changed Simon’s life and he 

would become a follower of the Man whose cross he had carried. 

 

While much of the crowd was there to mock Jesus, some women were weeping over His fate.  

Jesus warns these compassionate women that dark times lay ahead. This prophecy is an addition 

to His warnings given earlier in the week (19:41-44; 21:20-24) about the fall of Jerusalem which 

would occur about 40 years after Jesus’ death. Since Israel refused to repent when their Messiah 

was physically present (“the green tree”), what would be their attitude after He was gone (“the 

dry”)?  For the last time, Jesus laments the results of His nation’s rejection. 

 

The only description given by the gospels is “they crucified Him.” The people who originally 

read the gospels did not need an explanation. They often saw criminals writhing in agony on a 

cross. But we should consider what those three little words really mean. The Romans devised 

crucifixion as the most public, painful, and humiliating way to show that “crime doesn’t pay.” 

The condemned man was first stripped naked to add to his shame and humiliation. His wrists 

were then nailed to the crossbeam with 5 to 7 inch spikes. When the soldiers were convinced the 

victim could not pull himself free they would drag him to where the vertical beam already stood. 

They would then lift the crossbeam in the air until it reached the joint at the top of the vertical 

beam. The victim must have screamed with pain as all the weight of the body pressed on the nail 

wounds. Once the two pieces of the cross were secured together the victim’s feet would be nailed 

to the cross in a bent position. This allowed the victim to push up on the nail in his feet in order 

to breathe. The crucified man was always moving. When his body sagged down he could inhale 

but was powerless to exhale. By pushing his body up on the nail in his feet he was able to raise 

himself a catch a few breathes before the extreme pain made him sink down again. And this was 

repeated hundreds of times. This is why all the statements of Jesus from the cross are so short. 

The victim would struggle until he had no strength left and would sink down and eventually die 

from asphyxiation. 

 

The Roman statesman Cicero once said that “the very mention of the cross should be far 

removed not only from a Roman citizen's body, but from his mind, his eyes, his ears.”
 1 

 But as 

Christians, we see the cross as the ultimate display of God’s love. Through the blood and pain 

we see the Savior who willingly took the punishment for our sins and offers eternal life for all 

who believe. Take a meaningful look at Jesus dying for you! And see if He will change your life 

like He did Simon’s? 
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  https://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/the-most-gruesome-details-of-the-crucifixion-of-jesus 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalm 1-5; Romans 7 


