
HOSEA: THE CASE AGAINST GOD’S PEOPLE 

Wednesday, June 17 

Reading: Hosea 4:1 – 6:3 
 

Hosea 4:6  My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. “Because you have rejected knowledge, I also 

reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children.  
 

After seeing the heartbreaking illustration from Hosea’s own life, the nation of Israel is now 

called into court by God to answer for their sins. God lists three charges against His people: no 

faithfulness, no love, and no knowledge of God. The people can see the results of their sin in the 

violence and crime that is escalating and in the blessings of the land disappearing (4:1-3). No one 

can point their finger and blame someone else. The people and their leaders are equally guilty of 

ignoring God and that is what is destroying them (4:4-9). 

 

The reason the people do not know the Lord is that “a spirit of prostitution is in their heart” (5:4-

5). Instead of turning to the Lord for help, they turned to foreign idols and even Assyria who 

would eventually conquer them (4:12-19; 5:11-13). 

 

The prophet Hosea urges the nation to “return to the Lord” (6:1-3). He is confident in God’s 

mercy that even though He has brought punishment He will bring healing. “After two days…on 

the third day” is a Hebrew idiom meaning in a very short time. God would quickly come to their 

aid if they would humble themselves and repent. 

 

Hosea uses two words to express what the people need to do. First they need to RETURN. This 

word means ‘to go back to where they started.’ While the people of Israel had never been very 

good at remaining faithful, they needed to return to the examples of people such as Abraham, 

Moses, and David – those men and women who were devoted to God. 

 

Second, they need to ACKNOWLEDGE. Literally this word means to ‘follow on to know.’ It is 

the idea of chasing after God – to know Him with all your heart. This was the command God had 

given them from the beginning. 

 

“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and  

with all your strength.” (Deuteronomy 6:5) 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Israel had strayed away from God to the point that he was no longer in their hearts and minds 

at all! How has our society been affected by God being removed from the public square? 

How can we be involved in turning people’s hearts to the Lord?  

 

2. “Though you, Israel, commit adultery, do not let Judah become guilty” (4:15). This verse 

brings serious concern. Israel’s wicked ways were rubbing off on their brothers in the 

southern kingdom of Judah. God would later send Judah into exile for the same sins. What 

we do as people and as a nation has an effect on others. How should this truth make us think 

about our words and actions? What about your life might affect people in a bad way? In a 

good way? 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Corinthians 4 


