
2 KINGS: GOD SUPPLIES 

Monday, June 17 

Reading: 2 Kings 4:1-17 
 

2 Kings 4:8  One day Elisha went to Shunem. And a well-to-do woman was there, who urged him to stay  

for a meal. So whenever he came by, he stopped there to eat. 9  She said to her husband, "I know that  

this man who often comes our way is a holy man of God. 10  Let's make a small room on the roof and  

put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a lamp for him. Then he can stay there whenever he comes to us." 
 

Most of Israel had turned away from the Lord or at least were sitting on the fence in regard to 

idol worship (notice Elijah’s plea on Mt. Carmel - 1 Kings 18:21). But Elijah’s ministry did have 

an impact. There were a group of godly men and women who now openly served God. Elisha 

journeyed to several cities where “schools of prophets” had been established to train people to 

serve God. In 2 Kings 4 we see God providing for people’s needs.   

 

A widow of one of the prophets cannot pay her husband’s debts and the creditor is going to take 

her two boys as slaves in payment. When asked, all she had to her name was a small jar of olive 

oil. Elisha tells her to gather all the empty jars she can and begin filling them with oil. God 

miraculously makes the oil continue to flow until all the jars are full. She then sells them and has 

enough to pay her debts and have a little left over to live on. 

 

The next event begins with a godly woman who wants to provide for Elisha. Whenever the 

prophet would pass through her town he could always count on her to provide a meal for him. 

She convinces her husband to build a room on the roof of their home for Elisha where he can 

stay and relax when he is in the area. In return for this blessing Elisha wants to grant her a 

request. However, she is content. Her only desire was to serve the Lord by helping His prophet. 

Elisha’s servant recognizes that the woman has no children, a great disgrace in those days. When 

Elisha promises that she will have a son the woman can hardly believe it, but the next year she 

has a baby.   

 

LESSON ONE: “Nothing Except a Small Jar of Olive Oil.” God used what the woman had to 

meet her need. Elisha was not even present! He simply told her what to do and God did the rest. 

This miracle was based on her obedience to the word of the Lord as she stepped out in faith. 

Sometimes we think we don’t have anything God can use. But don’t overlook those “small jars” 

in your life. God can take them and do a miracle for His glory. Do you allow God to use what 

you have to accomplish His purposes? Are you stepping out in faith and obeying what God has 

told you to do? 

 

LESSON TWO: “What Can Be Done For You?” Serving the Lord is rewarding. This woman and 

her husband did not provide for Elisha to get a reward. When given the chance to ask the prophet 

for something, she refuses. She served out of the love in her heart. But God does not let such 

devotion go unnoticed. What is the motive behind your giving and serving the Lord? How 

sensitive are you to those around you that you may be able to encourage and minister to? 
 

God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him as you have helped His 

people and continue to help them (Hebrews 6:10). 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 1-4; Romans 4 


