
2 KINGS: CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP 

Sunday, June 16 

Reading: 2 Kings 2:12-25 
 

2 Kings 2:12  Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!”  

And Elisha saw him no more.  
 

As Elijah ascends to heaven in the whirlwind Elisha sees it! With Elijah gone, Elisha picks up the cloak 

the prophet had left behind and strikes the water just as Elijah had done. The Jordan again parts proving 

that Elisha’s request has been granted and he has been endued with God’s power for service. His words 

“Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” is not a statement of doubt. The implied answer is: Elijah 

may be gone but God is still at work. The sons of the prophets cannot believe Elijah is gone and request 

to go look for him. But their search is fruitless for Elijah had been transported to heaven. 

 

Elisha’s “double portion” of Elijah’s spirit is evidenced in his life. There are more recorded miracles in 

Elisha’s ministry than of any other prophet. His first miracle is recorded at the end of 2 Kings 2 where 

God uses Elisha to “cure” the bad water at Jericho. Chapter 3 tells of his prediction of a miraculous 

victory over Moab which was fulfilled. Just a few samples of God using Elisha in miraculous ways. 

 

The chapter closes with a strange story about some disrespectful boys and some bears. The Hebrew 

word translated ‘boys’ can refer to any unmarried male from birth to 30-years old. They are from Bethel 

– a city that was a center of idol worship in Israel. We might call this group a ‘street gang’ that is 

threatening Elisha. Their words mean, “Why don’t you follow your master Elijah and leave this earth, 

baldy!” And maybe they were willing to help in that process. The attack of the bears was punishment for 

their attack on God’s prophet. 

 

LESSON ONE: “My Father! The Chariot and Horsemen of Israel!” These statements both refer to 

Elijah. He was Elisha’s mentor and spiritual father and Elisha tore his robes in grief over losing him. 

The word ‘chariot’ is singular in Hebrew (not plural as in the NIV). Chariots were symbols of military 

strength. By saying this, Elisha recognized that the presence of God with Elijah had been a protecting 

force for Israel. The prophet had been like an army standing against the forces of evil. Do you have a 

spiritual mentor in your life that has helped you grow in your faith? Is there someone with whom you 

can share what God has taught you? 

 

LESSON TWO: “He Took the Cloak That Had Fallen From Elijah.” This statement reminds us that 

Elisha picked up where Elijah had left off. Elisha did not have Elijah’s fiery character. He appears to be 

a quiet man who let God’s light shine through his life and compassion to help others. God’s leaders may 

exit the scene, but His work is carried on. During times of transition when one leader is gone, we can be 

sure that God is still at work and has another leader who will step into the gap.  

 

LESSON THREE: “Go up, you baldhead!” (NKJV) The story of the boys and the bears reminds us that 

we need to respect and support God’s appointed faithful leaders. “What can you do to support those who 

are serving the Lord instead of criticizing them? 
 


