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Reading: Romans 2 
 

Romans 2:5  But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up  

wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.  

6  God “will repay each person according to what they have done.”…11  For God does not show 

favoritism.  

 

Clay graduated with honors from a prestigious college in Kentucky. Since he majored in religion, 

attending seminary was the natural next step. After graduating from the seminary, he became a 

senior pastor. Though Clay was busy with the normal work given to senior pastors, he pitched in 

with the youth. That included helping with a youth retreat at Disney World.  One evening he 

dropped in to a session to hear the speaker, who was explaining the gospel to the kids, and had 

an astounding realization: he had never put his faith in Christ. 
 

Clay had been educated in religion. He had been a good student; he was a nice guy, moral and 

upright, hard working. His whole life involved religious work. Clay was an ordained pastor in a 

large denomination. But he was not a Christian, not until there, in an Orlando auditorium, with 

hundreds of kids, Clay silently, for the first time, repented of his sin and placed his faith in  

Jesus. 
1
  Sadly the experience of this pastor is not uncommon in the church.  Pastors and long-

time church members alike have realized that they had never really understood the gospel and 

were not saved.  
 

The book of Romans is the Apostle Paul’s sermon on how know and live the gospel.  It is one of 

the clearest presentations of God’s plan of salvation in the New Testament.  Paul begins with the 

first step everyone must take to receive God’s salvation – admitting they are a sinner.  In Romans 

1:18-32, he had described the pagan world that rejected Christ in favor of their own selfish, 

sinful lusts and desires.  Now he focuses on the religious world who believe they are OK because 

they don’t do the “terrible things those heathen do!”  Chief among these people in Paul’s day 

were the Jews (2:17-19) who believed they were right with God simply because they were born 

“the Chosen People,” descended from Abraham.  Likewise today, there are many who believe 

they are right with God simply because they go to church or had some religious experience in 

their past. 
 

In Romans 2, Paul warns us that trusting in religious experience is not enough.  Just like the 

heathen are under the wrath of God, so “religious” people who stubbornly believe they are right 

with God and thus can live as they please are storing up God’s wrath as well.  Paul’s warning to 

the unrepentant Jews is still true today: We are not saved by some outward ritual or merely 

saying the right prayer.  Salvation changes us from the inside and brings about a circumcision 

(cutting away) of the hardness of our heart by the Holy Spirit (2:28-29).  And God can only 

change our hearts when we admit we have a sin-problem that only He can cure! 
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  http://www.christianitytoday.com/moi/2013/002/april/pastor-gets-saved.html?allcomments=true 

 


