
A HARD-HEARTED KING 

Tuesday, June 15 

Reading: Luke 23:1-12 
 

Luke 23:8  When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting  
to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some sort. 9  He  
plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 

 

While the Jewish Sanhedrin could condemn someone to death, Rome had taken away their 

power to execute a criminal, so Jesus would have to be tried before the Roman governor Pilate. 

Knowing that blasphemy would not stand in a Roman court the chief priests switch the charge to 

treason. Jesus is charged with three crimes against Rome: (1) leading the people astray,  

(2) opposing paying taxes to Caesar, (3) claiming to be a king. The first charge is completely 

unfounded. The second charge is an outright lie. The third charge is entirely true, but the chief 

priest phrase it in a way that makes it sound like Jesus is leading a rebellion. After questioning 

Jesus (John gives more detail of this discussion), Pilate sees through their charges and proclaims 

Jesus innocent. 

  

Upon hearing that Jesus was from Galilee, Pilate sees a way to avoid a confrontation with the 

religious establishment and sends Jesus to Herod Antipas who is in Jerusalem for Passover. This 

nullifies Pilate’s ‘not guilty’ verdict. Luke is the only gospel to record this “trial.” Herod had 

wanted to see Jesus for some time (Luke 9:7-9). He saw Jesus as a magician and wanted Him to 

entertain his court. He ignored the charges of the religious leaders and focused on Jesus. King 

Herod is the only person to whom Jesus refused to give an answer. Herod had heard the message 

of John the Baptist and had killed him. Jesus had nothing to add. Herod’s heart was hard and he 

would not repent of his sins. Angered at Jesus’ refusal to perform, Herod and his men mock and 

humiliate Jesus. They dress him as a comic king and send Him back to Pilate. Their mutual 

confusion over Jesus united Herod and Pilate that day. 

 

Herod had heard the truth many times. “Herod feared John (the Baptist)…knowing him to be a 

righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to 

him” (Mark 6:20). After he killed John his guilty conscious made him believe that Jesus was 

John risen from the dead. His constant rejection of God’s Word had hardened his heart. 

 

When Jesus stood before him all he wanted was a good show. He didn’t care to find out who 

Jesus was. He was looking for entertainment. Sadly, some people view Jesus and church the 

same way today. They are not interesting in giving Jesus their lives. They just want what they 

can get out of church. They are looking for entertainment and not salvation. Eventually their 

hearts will become hard to the truth and they will end up rejecting and ridiculing the Savior. 

 

What are you looking for from the Savior? Are you looking for a “good show”? Or are you 

looking for a life of love and devotion to the Lord? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Job 35-37; Romans 5 


