
HOSEA: UNFAITHFUL PEOPLE, FAITHFUL GOD 

Monday, June 15 

Reading: Hosea 8-9 
 

Hosea 8:14  Israel has forgotten their Maker and built palaces; Judah has fortified many towns. But I  

will send fire on their cities that will consume their fortresses.  9:1  Do not rejoice, Israel; do not be  

jubilant like the other nations. For you have been unfaithful to your God; you love the wages of a  

prostitute at every threshing floor.  
 

The most vivid passage concerning spiritual adultery is found in the book of Hosea. Hosea was a 

prophet to the northern kingdom of Israel. After their split from the southern kingdom of Judah 

after the reign of Solomon, the kingdom of Israel survived for approximately 200 years. During 

this time it had no godly kings and never had a true revival. They knew the truth but went their 

own way. Hosea was called to proclaim God’s judgment on the wayward nation.  

 

AUTHOR: We know nothing about the prophet Hosea except what is recorded in this book. 

From the list of kings in 1:1, his ministry spanned several decades from c. 755-725 BC. 

Significantly the name Hosea means “salvation.”  

 

OUTLINE OF HOSEA: 

(1) Emphasis on Hosea’s Family   Hosea 1-3 

(2) Emphasis on Israel’s Unfaithfulness  Hosea 4:1 – 6:3 

(3) Emphasis on Israel’s Discipline  Hosea 6:4 – 11:11 

(4) Emphasis on God’s Faithfulness  Hosea 11:12 – 14:8 

 

Hosea began his ministry during a time of prosperity under Jeroboam II of Israel (Ephraim is 

another name for Israel). Four of Israel’s last six kings were murdered and the sixth was taken 

captive to Assyria when the nation fell. This may be why their names are not mentioned in 1:1. It 

was a time of confusion and spiritual adultery. One writer compared these years to the last few 

swirls of the kingdom of Israel as it went down the drain. Hosea’s message was primarily for 

them. Since he does not mention it, it appears Hosea’s preaching ended before the destruction of 

Israel by the Assyrians in 722 BC. In his commentary on Hosea, J. M. Flanigan gives this 

excellent summery of the message of the book: 
 

“Hosea's is a mixed message, perhaps given in abrupt, compact, concise sentences. It is a message of judgment 

upon an adulterous Israel, the northern kingdom, but with promises of a brighter future, not only for Israel but 

for Judah also, and indeed for Gentiles too. It is a message of appeals and promises, denunciations and 

threatenings, all mingled together in love.” 
1
 

 

Hosea’s message continually fluctuates between judgment and salvation. Even in judgment God 

is merciful. As we read Hosea, may we fall more in love with the God who is always faithful, 

even when we are unfaithful. 
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READ THE NT: 1 Corinthians 2 


