
2 KINGS: ELIJAH’S DEPARTURE 

Saturday, June 15 

Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-11 
 

2 Kings 2:6  Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” And he replied, “As surely 

as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.”…9  When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, 

what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.  
 

Elijah is one of only two people in history who did not experience physical death (the other is Enoch – 

Genesis 5:24). As Elijah makes his final rounds visiting the schools of the prophets, his apprentice 

Elisha is repeatedly warned of his master’s soon departure, testing his faith and commitment. Even when 

asked by Elijah to stay behind Elisha refused to do so. He will not leave Elijah’s side! 

 

When they reach the Jordan River, Elijah struck the waters with his cloak and the river parted so he and 

Elisha could cross on dry ground much like the Israelites had done centuries before under Joshua 

(Joshua 3). Before he leaves, Elijah wants to grant Elisha one final request. Elisha’s response is a big 

one. He wants a double portion of the spirit Elijah had displayed. This was a request Elijah could not 

fulfill himself but he told Elisha that if he saw Elijah leave that would be a sign that God had granted his 

request. Suddenly a chariot of fire separated the two men and Elijah was taken to heaven in a whirlwind. 

 

LESSON ONE: “The Company of the Prophets.” The literal Hebrews calls these groups “the sons of the 

prophets.” One of Elijah’s legacies is these “schools” were young men gathered together to study and 

learn how to be better servants of God. These final stops in the various cities must have been much more 

than saying goodbye. I’m sure Elijah was preparing them for the work God would have them do after he 

was gone. It is important that spiritual leaders pass down the truths of God’s Word and how God has 

used them to the next generation. Who has mentored and passed down their commitment to God to you? 

Who will you pass along your faith and experience with God to? 
 

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be 

qualified to teach others (2 Timothy 2:2) 

 

LESSON TWO: “I Will Not Leave You.” Elisha had no idea HOW Elijah would leave. It could have 

been through assassination for all he knew. His own life might have been in danger. But Elisha would 

remain loyal to the end – whatever that entailed. Elijah’s requests that Elisha “stay here” in the various 

towns should be viewed in light of his following statement that “the Lord has sent me.” The true test of 

servants of God is whether they are prepared to obey God and go where He sends them. Elijah was 

prepared to go where the Lord led. But the question was whether his successor was prepared to do the 

same. Elisha passed the test! He was so committed to God’s mission that he requested a “double 

portion” of Elijah’s spirit so he could be even more effective in ministry. Where do we stand in our 

commitment to God? Are we willing to go where He sends and do what He commands? Do we desire 

more of the Holy Spirit’s power to be evident in our lives? 
 


