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GOSPELAPHOBIA 

Wednesday, June 14 

Reading: Romans 1 
 

Romans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation 
to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17  For in the gospel the righteousness of 
God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will 
live by faith.” 

 

“Phobia” comes from the Greek word for fear or put to flight. It describes a condition were 

certain things are so feared that a person goes to great lengths to flee from them. Personally, I 

have a mild case of acrophobia - a fear of heights. I can’t even sleep on a top bunk!! Other 

common phobias are claustrophobia - fear of small spaces, arachnophobia - fear of spiders, even 

phobophobia - the fear of fear! The list goes on and on. In some cases, these fears can severely 

hinder one’s ability to live a normal life.  

 

Many Christians have what I would call Gospelaphobia - a fear of sharing the gospel with others. 

Why are Christians so afraid to share their faith? Some are afraid of being laughed at or 

criticized for their faith. Others are afraid they will do a poor job or don’t know how to share 

their faith at all. Still others are afraid to look different or weird in the eyes of their friends and 

associates.  

 

Why was Paul not ashamed to boldly preach the gospel?  First, it was the very power of God.  

This word (dunamis) is used 116 times in the New Testament and speaks of God’s strength and 

authority. The gospel is backed by the power of Almighty God Himself!! Next, Paul says that the 

outcome of this power is salvation. God’s power through the gospel transfers people from the 

kingdom of Satan to the kingdom of God. Finally, Paul declares that it is for “everyone who 

believes.” God’s power is not limited to a special few. It is available to all who will turn to Him 

in repentance.  

 

Knowing the unmeasurable power of God helps us live by faith instead of fear! In the next few 

verses and chapters, Paul describes a world that is without faith; a world in desperate need of the 

gospel. They reject the power of God and instead live by their own corrupt desires. It is to this 

world that God has called us to unashamedly share the gospel.  

 

I like what singer/songwriter Taylor Swift is quoted to have said: “I think fearless is having fears 

but jumping anyway.”
 1 

  We cannot let our fear control us or stop us from “jumping” at the 

opportunity to share our faith. We need to trust in God’s power and rely on the Holy Spirit who 

lives in us to guide us in our witness.  
 

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. Therefore do not be 

ashamed of the testimony of our Lord…  2 Timothy 1:7-8 (NKJV)  
 

 

 

 

 
1

 http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/topics/topic_fear.html  
 

 


