
RUSH TO JUDGMENT 

Monday, June 14 

Reading: Luke 22:63-71 
 

Luke 22:69  But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God.”  
70  They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied, “You say that I am.”71  Then they  
said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.” 

 

The other gospels record the illegal night trial that had already decided Jesus’ verdict. It was 

against Jewish law to conduct a trial at night. It was also illegal to condemn a man the same day 

he was tried. But the religious leaders did not care about legalities. They simply wanted to get rid 

of Jesus. After their preliminary guilty verdict they abuse and ridicule Jesus. Now the guards 

follow the religious leaders’ example and beat and abuse Jesus as well. Jesus remains silent 

through all the abuse.   

 

In the early morning, the Sanhedrin (Jewish Supreme Court) gathers for the “official” trial of 

Jesus. According to the law, only a trial held in daylight was valid so they hold another hearing 

even though they have already determined Jesus is guilty. They ask Jesus if He is the Messiah. 

Jesus knows there is no chance of convincing these men of His true identity but He still testifies 

to the truth. Jesus’ full statement is recorded in the other gospels – “I am. And you will see the 

Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven” 

(Mark 144:62). These are allusions from Psalm 110:1 and Daniel 7:13-14 – both pictures of the 

Messiah. Jesus was clearly identifying Himself as the Son of God. 

 

This was enough for the religious leaders. They condemn Jesus by His own words, which was 

forbidden by Jewish law. There were no collaborating witnesses and Jesus was not allowed a 

defense – both required in a fair Jewish trial. This was a kangaroo court with one goal – the 

condemnation of Jesus.  

 

There are many today like these religious leaders. They have closed their minds to the message 

of Christ. They don’t want Jesus to come and change their lives. They want to live the way they 

want to live. Yet the gospel has reached hearts in some of the darkest places. It is making an 

impact in Communist China and Islamic nations today.  

 

Jesus is our example of proclaiming the truth regardless of the response we receive. It is our duty 

to stand up for the gospel and let God deal with the results. Don’t be discouraged if your witness 

initially falls on deaf ears. Remember that Jesus was rejected by those He witnessed to. 

However, God can use the seed you have planted to change hearts. A few years later “the 

number of disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were 

obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Job 31-34; Romans 4 


