
DANIEL: THE FINAL CURTAIN 

Sunday, June 14 

Reading: Daniel 11-12 
 

Daniel 12:8  I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, "My lord, what will the outcome of all this 
be?" 9  He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the 
end. 10  Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked… 

 

This final vision is the most detailed in the Bible. It is so precise that the skeptics assume it had 

to be written after the events it describes. However, we know that there is no problem for the all-

knowing God to describe future events for us in even more detail than this. The Son of God 

(“man clothed in linen”) is revealing this vision to Daniel through His angels. The vision takes us 

from the time of Daniel (586 BC) through the Persian and Greek wars that affected the Jewish 

people (c. 586-163 BC) and then to the end of time. 

 

The Persian Empire (in which Daniel lived) would be conquered by Alexander the Great 

(“mighty king”). After his death, his Greek Empire would be divided into four parts (11:2-4). 

The king of the South refers to the Ptolemies who ruled Egypt and the king of the North refers to 

the Seulucid dynasty that ruled Syria. These two kingdoms were constantly at war and Israel was 

trapped in the middle (11:5-20). Daniel is also given more detail about Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

(Syrian dynasty) who we saw as the little horn in chapter 8. His persecution of God’s people 

would foreshadow what the Antichrist will do in the future Tribulation period (11:21-36). (For 

more details on the fulfillment of these verses in history see https://www.raystedman.org/old-

testament/daniel/the-time-of-the-end  &  https://www.ukapologetics.net/2danieltrue.html)  

 

The words “until the time of the end” point to a change in the vision (11:35). The scene jumps 

forward from Antiochus to the person that he is a picture of - the Beast of Revelation. We see a 

glimpse of Antichrist’s character in the actions of Antiochus. His defiling of the Temple is an act 

that will be repeated in the Tribulation period (see Matt. 24:15ff; 2 Thess. 2:1-4). He will 

magnify himself, persecute God’s people, desecrate God’s Temple by proclaiming himself god, 

and fight off all who oppose him (11:36-45). This great time of trouble for Israel will break the 

Jews from trusting in their own strength and turn their hearts to their Messiah (12:7).   

 

Through it all, God will protect those who have accepted Christ as Savior (“written in the 

book”). After His defeat of Antichrist and his forces, there will be a resurrection - some to 

eternal life and some to eternal damnation. Daniel is given the briefest outline of the time of the 

end and told to seal the words of the prophecy. When he tries to get more information, he is told 

the words are closed and assured that he will stand at the end of days to receive his reward. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. The answer given to Daniel reminds us that we don’t know everything, nor are we meant to! 

Our study of prophecy should not end with dates and predictions. It should lead is to a 

stronger faith in God’s sovereignty. 

 

2. In light of the future, what should we be doing as believers? Daniel 12 gives us some hints. 

(1)  We need patience and steadfastness in the Lord’s work (12:12-13; 1 Cor. 15:58). (2)  We 

need to be witnesses (12:3; Matt. 13:43; Phil. 2:15). Knowing the judgment of God should 

spur us on to reach the lost for Christ. 
 


