
2 KINGS: A FIERY MESSAGE 

Friday, June 14 

Reading: 2 Kings 1:1-18 
 

2 Kings 1:16  He told the king, “This is what the LORD says: Is it because there is no God in Israel for you to  

consult that you have sent messengers to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Because you have done this,  

you will never leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!” 
 

The wicked king Ahab had died in battle and his son Ahaziah ruled in his place (1 Kings 22). But he had 

learned well the lesson his father and mother Jezebel had taught him. When he is seriously injured he 

does not send messengers to consult with the Lord but to Ekron to consult with their god Baal-Zebub. 

An angel of God tells Elijah to intercept these messengers and tell King Ahaziah that because he did not 

ask the God of Israel for help he will not recover but will die in his bed. 

 

When he realizes this is the prophet Elijah, who had been a thorn in his father’s side, he orders a captain 

and fifty soldiers to bring Elijah to him. The soldiers order Elijah in the king’s name to come down. But 

Elijah is taking orders for a different King. He calls down fire from heaven that consumes the irreverent 

soldiers. Another group of fifty meets the same fate as they show the same contempt for God and his 

prophet. 

 

Finally the third captain has some sense. He falls at Elijah’s feet and pleads for his life and the life of his 

men. He shows Elijah the respect he deserves as God’s spokesman. This time the angel tells Elijah to go 

with this captain without fear. But when the prophet stands before the king on his sickbed, the message 

does not change. Elijah delivers the exact same message as before – that the king will die. The passage 

ends with the words: “So he died, according to the word of the Lord that Elijah had spoken.” 

 

LESSON ONE: “Go and Consult Baal-Zebub.” Ahaziah had seen his father’s confrontations with the 

prophet Elijah. He had seen how the prophet’s prediction of Ahab’s death was exactly fulfilled (see       

1 Kings 21-22). Yet he had been raised by his mother and father in the worship of Baal so when he 

needed help that is where he turned. His contempt for God is displayed in the actions of his soldiers who 

disrespect God’s prophet. Our spiritual legacy is passed down to our children and those we have 

influence over. What we believe about God and how we live our lives will be a witness to them. Does 

your daily life and actions reveal a love and trust in the Lord? What will your children learn about the 

importance of God in your life by watching you? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Elijah Told the King.” Ahaziah probably sent his armies to intimidate Elijah into 

changing God’s message. It didn’t work! Elijah’s message to the king is word-for-word what he had 

given to the king’s messengers. God’s Word did not change just because His prophet was standing 

before the king. The king had not repented and so God’s judgment remained the same. Do we ever 

change the message of the gospel because of who we are speaking to? Maybe we are afraid of what they 

may think of us so we soften the message or just don’t share the good news at all. God’s Word does not 

change and people need to hear “the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” We can share the 

gospel in a loving way but must never alter the message. How does our society today try to get us to 

change God’s truth?  Do we stand firm on God’s Word or compromise to fit in?  What situations seem 

more difficult than others to talk about our faith in Jesus Christ? 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Job 38-42; Romans 3 


