
DANIEL: ENTER THE WAR ZONE 

Saturday, June 13 

Reading: Daniel 10 
 

Daniel 10:12  Then he continued, "Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to 

gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in 

response to them. 13  But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael,  

one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia. 
 

Daniel 10-12 is one unit that forms the final prophecy of the book of Daniel. This vision takes 

place a few years after the “70 weeks” vision and the lion’s den rescue. It had been about 2 years 

since 50,000 Jews had left Babylon to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. But they had met with 

opposition that made the work difficult and eventually would stop the work altogether. This may 

be the reason that Daniel was in mourning. He was in distress over the fate of his people. The 

vision he will receive will add to this distress before revealing the glorious finale of God’s plan 

for Israel. 

 

There appears to be two heavenly visitors that appear to Daniel in this vision. The first 

messenger (“the man dressed in linen”) appears to be a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus 

Himself (10:1-9). His description is almost identical to the description of Christ in Revelation 1 

and Daniel’s reaction is the same as that of the apostle John. Christ is the one revealing this 

vision and sending the angel to help Daniel understand it. The second messenger is an angel sent 

to strengthen Daniel and interpret for him (10:10-21). 

 

This chapter gives us a “behind-the-scenes” look at the spiritual warfare that is happening all 

around us. The messenger angel informs Daniel that he had been sent as soon as Daniel had 

started praying but that he was delayed for three weeks by “the prince of Persia” until the 

archangel Michael came to help him. This “prince of Persia” (and later “the prince of Greece”) is 

obviously not a human agent as he delayed one of God’s angels. They are demonic emissaries 

sent to battle against God’s work. As Daniel prayed, God’s angels were doing battle with the 

forces of darkness to answer Daniel’s prayer. After speaking with Daniel the angel would return 

to the fight. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. The “princes” mentioned here are probably demons assigned to nations. Behind the curtain of 

world history is a spiritual war between the forces of good and evil. Daniel 10 gives us a rare 

glimpse of this ongoing war. Paul reminds us that our struggle is not against flesh and blood 

but against the spiritual forces of evil (Eph. 6:12). Do you take spiritual warfare seriously? 

Are you putting on the whole armor of God to stand against these spiritual attacks? (see Eph. 

6:1-19) 

 

2. One of our greatest weapons in this spiritual conflict is humble prayer. The angel was sent 

because of Daniel’s prayer and 10:21 appears to be a plea for Daniel to continue praying. In 

his book This Present Darkness, Frank Peretti called this “prayer cover.” Are you active in 

this spiritual battle through your prayers for others and for God’s will to be done? 

 

3. As we read the vision of Daniel 11-12 we see that the outcome of this spiritual war has 

already been determined. The “Book of Truth” has already recorded how it all will end. The 

war was ultimately won not through fighting, but through Jesus dying. Have you experienced 

His victory working in your life? 

 


