
DEVOTIONS FOR ACTS 27 - Romans 3 
 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

Tuesday, June 13 

Reading: Acts 28 
 

Acts 28:30  For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who  
came to see him. 31  Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about  
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Paul Harvey is best known for his radio broadcast series “The Rest of the Story.”  Each 

weeknight he would present a little-known or forgotten fact with some key element (usually the 

well-known person’s name) held back until the end.  Each broadcast would conclude with a 

variation on the tag line “And now you know the rest of the story.” 
 

Sometimes I wish Paul Harvey had been around during the New Testament days.   The book of 

Acts ends quite abruptly.  Paul has survived trials and shipwreck and has finally made it to 

Rome.  Although he is a prisoner awaiting trial, Paul is allowed to stay in a rented house instead of a jail 

cell.  He is constantly chained to a Roman soldier but people have free access to come and hear him 

speak.  As had happened in most of the cities he visited, the majority of the Jews reject the gospel and so 

Paul turns to the Gentiles.   

 

The book ends with these words:  “For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented 

house and welcomed all who came to see him. Boldly and without hindrance he preached the 

kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Where is the rest of the story?  What 

happened at Paul’s trial before Caesar?  Was he ever released?  The Bible gives us some hints 

that Paul was probably released after this period.   
 

In any case, this is where the Holy Spirit inspired Luke to end his record of the church.  The 

gospel, which had begun in Jerusalem, has now reached “the ends of the earth” - the capital of 

the Roman Empire itself (see Acts 1:8).  From what we can gather from his letters and church 

tradition an outline of Paul’s later years might look something like this: 
 

AD 60  Paul arrives in Rome 

AD 60-62 House arrest - Paul writes Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, & Philemon 

AD 62  Paul released (either by acquittal or no prosecution showed up) 

AD 62-66 4
th
 missionary journey - Asia, Europe, & maybe Spain (Romans 15:23-29) 

  Paul writes 1 Timothy and Titus 

AD 64  The Great Fire of Rome; Nero blames the Christians & begins persecution 

AD 66  Paul rearrested in Rome and thrown in Mamertine prison  

Paul writes 2 Timothy 

  Paul beheaded 

 

There may be another reason God wanted the record of the early church to be “open-ended.”  

The story is left unfinished because WE are the rest of the story.  The Great Commission given 

in Acts 1:8 is not complete.  We are a continuation of the work that was begun on the day of 

Pentecost.  God wants us to do our part in the next chapter of the Holy Spirit’s work in the world. 

 

Are you doing your part?  Are you being “the rest of the story?” 
 

 


