
ROMANS: GROANS AND GLORY 

Wednesday, June 12 

Reading: Romans 8:12-25 
 

Romans 8:17  Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we  

share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 
 

Paul tells us we have an obligation – not to obey our old sinful nature, but to be led by the Spirit of God 

(8:12-17). That means we listen to His voice and “put to death” our old sinful habits and desires. Unlike 

the slavery that sins causes, the Spirit brings us into God’s family. We are not slaves but sons and 

daughters and “co-heirs with Christ.” ‘Abba’ is an affectionate way a Jewish child would address their 

father. For believers, God is no longer a distant, cold deity somewhere out there. He is a loving Father 

who wants us to have a personal relationship with Him. 

 

But Paul warns that being God’s children means that we will suffer persecution from the world just like 

Jesus did (see John 15:18-20; 16:33)! But this present suffering pales when compared to our glorious 

future. Suffering is temporary; our future glory is eternal (8:17-18; also 2 Corinthians 4:16-18). We 

groan with all creation waiting for the day when Christ will set all things right. 

 

Creation Groans (v. 19-22). When Adam fell, all of creation was subjected to the curse of sin (Genesis 

3:17). Disease, disasters, decay, and death became part of life on this planet. But one day, creation itself 

“will be liberated from the bondage to decay” when Christ returns and transforms His children into His 

image. At that time creation will be restored. Paul compares it a woman in labor. The birth process is 

painful but the joy at the new life that results far outweighs the pain that came before. 

 

Christians Groan (v. 23-25) – While the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives is the guarantee of 

God’s promises, believers must also wait for the day when they will be released from the presence of sin 

and receive their inheritance and the new bodies that God promised. This is our hope. It is a hope 

because it has not happened yet. We look forward with patience to that day. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Our Present Sufferings.” No one likes to suffer. But if we are followers of Jesus we 

should expect it. This world is corrupted by sin and thus it hates the people of God. But Paul tells us that 

this suffering is nothing compared to the glory God has prepared for us. In 2 Corinthians 4:17, Paul calls 

our suffering “light and momentary troubles.” So hang on child of God! There is a brighter day coming. 

We may groan now, but one day God’s glory in us will wipe it all away. How should this truth affect the 

way we handle suffering?  

 

LESSON TWO: “We Wait Eagerly For Our Adoption.” Salvation is a past, present, and future act of 

God. We have been saved the moment we accept Christ’s gift (justification). We are being saved as we 

grow each day into the image of Christ (sanctification). We will be saved when Christ returns and 

glorifies His saints (glorification). At salvation we are freed from the penalty of sin. As we grow in 

Christ we are increasingly freed from the power of sin. When Christ returns we will be freed from the 

very presence of sin. Do you experience a greater power over sin and temptation than you did before? 

Are you eagerly anticipating standing before Christ or will you feel ashamed at His coming? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Job 29-33; Romans 1 


