
WHERE IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS? 

Tuesday, June 12 

Reading: Psalm 89:38-52 
 

Psalm 89:49  Lord, where is your former great love, which in your faithfulness you swore to David? 

 

The great English scholar and writer C.S. Lewis told about a promise that cost him much. During 

WWI, his comrade was concerned about his wife and small daughter should he be killed in 

battle. Lewis promised that if that were to happen he would look after them. In the course of the 

war, this friend was killed and true to his word Lewis took care of his family. But no matter how 

helpful he tried to be, the woman was ungrateful, rude, arrogant, and domineering. Through it 

all, Lewis kept on forgiving her. He refused to let her actions become an excuse to renege on his 

promise. 
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In the first half of Psalm 89, Ethan the Ezrahite had proclaimed the faithfulness of God. But 

starting in verse 38 he presents his dilemma. We are not sure when this psalm was written but a 

likely time would be after the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians. Many of the psalms in this 

section were written at that time. David’s kingdom had fallen. His capital of Jerusalem was in 

ashes. The reigning king from David’s line had been taken away in captivity. To Ethan, it 

appeared that God had reneged on His promise as the house of David lay defeated and broken in 

the dust (89:38-45). 

 

Like the woman C.S. Lewis tried to help, the people of Israel were arrogant and ungrateful for all 

God had given them. They were now experiencing what God had promised, “I will punish their 

sin with the rod, their iniquity with flogging” (89:32). Many of David’s descendants had led their 

people away from God to idols. The Babylonian Captivity would bring them back. 

 

Have you ever felt that God was not keeping His word? Often troubles cause us to take our eyes 

off Him and look instead at the immediate circumstances around us. When we do we make the 

same mistake Ethan the Ezrahite did! He was being spiritually short-sighted! He was looking at 

the present trouble and not trusting in God’s “long game.” His promise to David was not broken. 

It would be wonderfully fulfilled some 500 years later. Listen to the words of an angel to a 

young virgin named Mary: 
 

Luke 1:30  But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31  You will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call Him Jesus. 32  He will be great and will be called the 

Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, 33  and He will reign 

over Jacob’s descendants forever; His kingdom will never end.” 
 

We want to see the results of everything now! But God wants us to trust and let Him use our 

trials to strengthen our faith and draw us closer to Him. His perfect plan may not give us an 

immediate victory, but we can know that He is working “everything in conformity with the 

purpose of His will, in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for 

the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:11-12). 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 1 Chronicles 19-21; Acts 28 


