
DANIEL: AN UNEXPECTED ANSWER TO PRAYER 

Friday, June 12 

Reading: Daniel 9 
 

Daniel 9:18  Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your 

Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. 19  O 

Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city 

and your people bear your Name." 
 

The kingdom of Babylon has fallen to Cyrus and his Persian/Mede alliance (539 BC). There is 

much debate over the identity of “Darius the Mede” in the book of Daniel. This name does not 

appear in ancient histories. Some have associated him was a governor whom Cyrus put in charge 

while he was busy “cleaning up” after the war. Others believe that Darius may be another name 

for Cyrus himself (I would be in this group). Whoever he was, Darius the Mede had broad power 

in Babylon and the provinces. 

 

Perhaps spurred on by these events, Daniel searches the Scriptures and finds the prophecy 

Jeremiah had sent to the exiles before the fall of Jerusalem (Jer. 29). This reminds him that God 

had said the Jewish exiles would be in Babylon for 70 years and that time was almost up. 
 

Jeremiah 29:10  This is what the LORD says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will  

come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place…12  Then you will call  

upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13  You will seek me and find me when you 

seek me with all your heart. 
 

He may also have remembered that Isaiah had prophesied almost 100 years before this that a 

king named Cyrus would be God’s instrument to conquer nations and restore His people to their 

homeland (see Isaiah 44:24 - 45:6). These facts drive Daniel to his knees in prayer - exactly what 

Jeremiah had said the Jews were to do! 

 

In his prayer, Daniel confesses the sins of his people and admits that God was just to punish 

them. His plea for God’s forgiveness is not based on Israel being worthy (they are not!) but on 

the honor of God’s name. Daniel pleads with God to keep His promise and restore His people to 

the land and rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple which bear God’s name. 

 

In response to Daniel’s prayer, God gives Daniel a glimpse of Israel’s future from the time of 

their return from exile through the coming of Messiah and ultimately to the end of days in which 

Israel will experience great trouble and final salvation. (For a detailed look at Daniel’s “70-

weeks” prophecy see below).
 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Daniel’s prayer was motivated by his reading of Scripture. When was the last time the Bible 

has driven you to your knees? Does your study of God’s Word direct you to areas about 

which you need to pray? 
 

2. Though not a part of the idolatry and rebellion that had led to the Babylonian exile, Daniel 

identifies himself with the Jewish people (notice his use of “we”). He accepts that he too is a 

sinner and claims his part of the responsibility. Do our actions and prayers contribute to or 

fight against the sins of our nation? 
 

3. Are you serious about pleading for lost sinners in the world, the nation, and your 

neighborhood? 
 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Corinthians 1 



DANIEL’S 70 WEEKS 

 

 Each week (or 7) stands for 7 years. 

 

1. First 49 years - The years of rebuilding Jerusalem and the Temple were turbulent ones. 

Enemies on every side tried to stop the work and often appealed to the Persian government in 

their attempts. The Jewish people were encouraged during this time by the prophets Haggai 

and Zechariah. The final prophet to speak before the close of the Old Testament period was 

Malachi who warned the people of taking their worship for granted and promised the coming 

of the Messiah and the one who would prepare the way for His arrival (Mal. 3:1; 4:1-6). 

 

2. Next 434 years - After Malachi, there are no words from God by writing or by prophet. 

Daniel received visions that detail parts of these “400 silent years.” But the silence would be 

broken when the angel Gabriel appeared to the priest Zacharias in the Temple foretelling the 

birth of John the Baptist. Interestingly, Gabriel quotes the last verse of Malachi in his 

message. The words that had begun the period of silence now break it (Mal. 4:6 - Luke 1:17).   

 

The 434 years end during the ministry of Jesus, perhaps at His triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem. As Jesus weeps over the city on that day He says, 
 

Luke 19:42  "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace--but now it is 

hidden from your eyes. 43  The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 

against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 …They will not leave one stone on another, 

because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you." 

 

“This day” may refer to the conclusion of Daniel’s 69
th

 week. 

 

3. The Gap - The death of Christ and the destruction of Jerusalem take place after the 69
th

 week. 

They are both a direct result of the Jewish nation’s rejection of their Messiah (Matt. 23:37-

39). Ever since, the Jewish people have been followed by wars, persecution, and desolation 

wherever they have gone. This gap between the 69
th

 and 70
th

 week we call “the Church Age.” 

God has set aside the nation of Israel and now deals with the world through the Church. After 

the rapture of the Church, God will once again turn His attention to Israel. 

 

4. Final 7 years - The Romans destroyed the Jewish nation in the 1
st
 century and it will be some 

sort of revived Roman empire that brings forth the final world dictator - the Antichrist during 

the Tribulation period. He will break his peace treaty with Israel and proclaim himself God  

(2 Thess. 2:1-4). But his end has already been determined by God and Christ will win the 

final victory. The book of Revelation gives more detail to these final years called “the time of 

Jacob’s trouble.” 

 

Jeremiah 30:7  Alas! For that day is great, So that none is like it; And it is the time of 

Jacob's trouble, But he shall be saved out of it.  

 


