
GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 

Monday, June 11 

Reading: Psalm 89:1-37 
 

Psalm 89:3  You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant, 

4  ‘I will establish your line forever and make your throne firm through all generations.’ ” 

 
Saul, the first king of Israel was handsome, tall, and strong (1 Sam. 9:2; 10:23-24), all the 

qualities you expect in a king. However, Saul wanted to do things his way for his own glory and 

not God’s so the Lord rejected him and told the prophet Samuel to anoint a new king over Israel. 

But this king would be different. God informed Samuel, “The LORD does not look at the things 

people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” (1 Sam. 

16:7). The new king would be a man after God’s own heart. His name was David. 

 

In 2 Samuel 7, God promised David that his would be an eternal kingdom and that he would 

have a descendant sitting on the throne forever. The first half of Psalm 89 is a reflection and 

reminder of this promise. The key word in this section is faithfulness (repeated 7 times in these 

37 verses). This stresses the truth that God’s words and promises are sure. We can trust Him. His 

faithfulness is seen in creation (89:5-13). Nothing in heaven and earth can compare to our God. It 

is seen in His rule (89:13-14) and by His care for His people (89:15-18). 

 

The focus of this psalm however is on God’s faithfulness to his promise to David (89:1-4, 19-

37). It was God who chose David and gave him the strength to reign (89:19-21). God gave Him 

victory over his enemies and built a special relationship with him (89:22-26). The greatest 

promise was that the Lord would not reject David as He had done with the disobedient Saul. His 

love would remain with David and his descendants forever. Even when his descendants 

disobeyed, God would punish them but would not totally reject David’s family line (89:28-37). 

 

Why did God make this great promise to David? He was merely a young shepherd boy when 

Samuel anointed him. And he was far from perfect. He committed adultery and murder (2 Sam. 

11). His pride brought down a plague that killed thousands of Israelites (1 Chron. 21). His family 

life was a mess (2 Sam. 13-18). How could God call David “a man after My own heart” (1 Sam. 

13:14; Acts 13:22)? 

 

The answer lies in God’s love and faithfulness. God is faithful even when we are not. Though 

David did terrible things his heart always turned back to God in repentance. This is something 

Saul never did! Saul never really gave his heart to the Lord. It is comforting to know that even 

when a child of God fails, we are not forsaken. God may have to take harsh measures to bring us 

back (89:30-33), but if we truly belong to Him, He will always be “my Father, my God, the Rock 

my Savior” (89:26). 
 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 1 Chronicles 16-18; Acts 27 


