
PRAYING FOR PETER 

Friday, June 11 

Reading: Luke 22:31-38 
 

Luke 22:34  Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.”  
 

While Luke does not tell us what brought on this address to Peter, the other gospels do. Jesus has just stated that 

they would all forsake Him on this night. Peter, however, boasts that even if all the others fall away he will 

never do so. The “you” in verse 31 is plural. As he did with Job, Satan had asked permission to tempt all the 

disciples. When sifting wheat grain would be shaken through a sieve. The good grain would remain on the sieve 

while the useless chaff would fall away. Satan hoped that through the severe tests that lay ahead, he would 

destroy the faith of the apostles (and especially Peter). 

 

Despite the intentions of Satan, Jesus had good news for Peter. The Lord was praying for Peter. Jesus’ prayer 

was not that the test be removed but that Peter’s faith would endure the test. Although Jesus knew Peter would 

falter (“when you have returned”), He also knew that he would not permanently lose faith. His testing, failure, 

and repentance would help Peter to better strengthen the other believers. 

 

Peter still insists that he is willing to go to prison or die for Christ. Jesus sadly informs him that not only will he 

desert his Lord like the other disciples; he will deny even knowing Jesus three times! 

 

Just as Jesus had interceded for Peter, so He prays for believers today. 
 

Romans 8:34   “Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of 

God, who also makes intercession for us.” 

 

Hebrews 7:25   “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to 

make intercession for them.” 
 

Jesus next reminds His apostles of their previous mission (Luke 9:1-5). He now reverses those orders. While 

Jesus was with them, they had all they needed. With His death, things would change. On their first mission, the 

apostles were to trust God would provide for their needs those to whom they preached. Now they would be 

regarded as transgressors just as He would be. This fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 53:12. As Jesus was 

considered a criminal and crucified with “other criminals,” so now His followers would be treated as criminals. 

They would need to be prepared. Jesus’ work on earth was coming to an end, their work was about to begin. 

 

What did Jesus mean by His command to buy a sword? Much ink has been spilled over these verses. The only 

thing we can know for sure was that Jesus was not suggesting they arm themselves to defend Him against His 

enemies. In the garden, when they try to do so Jesus orders them to put their swords away. 

 

When they present two swords to Jesus, He responds by saying “It is enough.” Jesus was saying either it was 

not time to use swords or that this conversation was over. The disciples once again had missed the point. They 

had ignored the total message of being prepared and focused on fighting. When you hear or read God’s Word 

do you ever miss the point?  
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE READING: Job 25-30; Romans 3 


