
DANIEL: KINGDOMS IN CONFLICT 

Thursday, June 11 

Reading: Daniel 7-8 
 

Daniel 7:13  "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with 
the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14  He was given 
authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed. 

 

Six years after the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Nabonidus came to the throne of Babylon. The 

winds of change were stirring as the Medes and Persians were beginning their march of conquest 

through the Fertile Crescent. Three years into his reign (c. 553 BC) Nabonidus went out on a 

campaign and left Babylon under the charge of his oldest son Belshazzar whom he named king 

in his absence. He would co-reign with his father until the fall of Babylon in 539 BC.  

 

In this first year of Belshazzar’s reign, God gave Daniel a vision that parallels Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream from chapter two. But while the king saw the earthly kingdoms as a beautiful statue of 

gold, silver, bronze, and iron, God sees them as vicious, terrible beasts. As in Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream, these beasts represent the kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. The 

little horn on the fourth beast represents that future world ruler during the 7-year Tribulation that 

we often call the Antichrist (not to be confused with the little horn of chapter 8 which pictures 

Antiochus Epiphanes – a Greek tyrant who persecuted the Jews about 160 years before the birth 

of Christ). 

 

The heart of chapter 7 centers on the Ancient of Days and the Son of Man. The Ancient of Days 

is God the Father while the Son of Man is the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus often used this title to 

refer to Himself and even quoted part of 7:13 when on trial before the religious leaders (Matt. 

26:63-64). This vision reveals that though the world kingdoms will devour one another and the 

Antichrist will even be given power over the saints for a time (9:25; 12:7; Rev. 12:14), God is 

still in control. He is ruling over all history, kingdoms, and peoples to accomplish His purpose.   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Daniel would live to see the fall of Babylon to the Persians but the other things he saw in the 

vision would happen long after his death. He could write about them in such detail because 

God knows all things from beginning to end. Is it a comfort to know that nothing is beyond 

God’s knowledge and power? Why or why not? 

 

2. The Bible does not tell us a lot about what we will be doing in eternity. Daniel said that the 

kingdom would be possessed by the saints and that God’s kingdom “will be an everlasting 

kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him” (9:27). The New Testament tells us that 

believers will “rule and reign with Christ” (Rev. 5:10; 20:6). How do you think this might 

look? What will be our major focus in eternity? How does that instruct us for living in the 

here and now? 

 

3. This vision deeply troubled and concerned Daniel. What is your reaction when you read 

about God’s future judgment on the wicked? Are you concerned for friends and family that 

do not know Christ? Are you troubled over this world that is lost and going to Hell? 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 16 


