
DANIEL: FAITHFULNESS ON DISPLAY 

Wednesday, June 10 

Reading: Daniel 5-6 
 

Daniel 6:10  Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs 

room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, 

giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.  
 

It has been over 20 years since the death of Nebuchadnezzar. A series of weak kings have ruled 

Babylon and Daniel has gone into retirement. In 586 BC, a man named Nabonidus seized power. 

Nabonidus had little interest in Babylonian affairs and was often away on personal expeditions. 

He left his son Belshazzar in charge when he was gone. On October 5
th

, 539 BC, the 

Medo/Persian army has surrounded Babylon. But Belshazzar is so convinced that no one can 

take his city that he holds a drunken banquet. In his arrogance, he uses the holy vessels taken 

from the Jerusalem temple to drink to his false gods. The Lord interrupts his party by “the 

handwriting on the wall.” 

 

When no one else can read it, Daniel is finally called to interpret the writing. He warns the young 

king-in-charge of how God had humbled Nebuchadnezzar and then translates the message on the 

wall. God had numbered Belshazzar’s days. He had been weighed in God’s scales and found 

wanting. His kingdom would be given to the Medes and Persians. That very night, the Persians 

invade Babylon and kill Belshazzar. The Babylonian Empire had come to an end. 

 

The new king finds Daniel to be a capable and faithful government worker so he plans to appoint 

him over all his other officials. This upsets the resident political types. They resent having a 

foreigner over them and resent Daniel’s incorruptibility (obviously they were not!). They devise 

a plan to trap Daniel because of his prayer life and trick King Darius into signing it into law. 

Knowing it is now illegal to pray, Daniel does not change his faithful devotion to the Lord and 

continues to pray openly. This lands him in the lions’ den where God delivers him by sending an 

angel to “shut the lion’s mouths.” Because of this rescue, the whole kingdom hears about the true 

God.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Belshazzar had not learned from the past experiences of Nebuchadnezzar. Do you learn from 

mistakes and sins of others so as not to fall into the same traps?  What can you do to better 

learn from the past? 

 

2. Daniel 6 teaches us some important lessons: When you live for God… 

 People will notice you’re different. What do people notice about you when they examine 

your life? Is your faith on daily display for all to see? 

 People will be watching you. People want to know if you live what you say you believe. 

Would you be found faithful like Daniel was? 

 You will have to make tough decisions. Daniel knew the law was wrong and he chose to 

obey God rather than men. Are you willing to stand up when the world stands against 

God no matter the consequences?  

 You will see God work. God worked in the heart of the king and the whole kingdom 

heard about the true God. How have you seen God work in your life? How has your faith 

allowed God to impact those around you? 
 

 

READ THE NT: Romans 15 


