
GIDEON: A TAINTED LEGACY 
Friday, July 9 

Reading: Judges 8:22-35 
 

Judges 8:22  The Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over us—you, your son and your grandson—because you 
have saved us from the hand of Midian.” 23  But Gideon told them, “I will not rule over you, nor will my son 
rule over you. The LORD will rule over you.” 

 

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Well done is better than well said.”1 It is sad that Gideon’s life 

does not end well. He seems to think of himself more highly than he ought to (see Romans 12:3). 
When the people offer to make Gideon king he turns them down. He reminds them that the Lord 

was to rule over them. However, while his words were “well said” his actions do not match his 
words. 
 

We have already seen how he treated the Israelite cities that refused to help him. While Scripture 
does not directly say, his actions against the cities of Sukkoth and Peniel are harsh and could be 

seen as acts of personal vengeance by Gideon.  
 
The people said, “You have saved us from the hand of Midian” and Gideon does not correct 

them. This is why God had reduced Gideon’s army so that He would get the glory and the people 
couldn’t say ‘My own strength has saved me” (7:2). But Gideon seems to accept the 

acknowledgment of himself as the people’s savior (8:22-23). 
 
Gideon next requests that everyone give him one earring from their spoils of war. The total 

weight of this treasure comes to 43 pounds. He also had collected wealth from the defeated kings 
of Midian. He uses the gold to make an ephod. An ephod was part of the high priest’s outer 

garments. This elaborate vest came to represent the office of priest in Israel. That Gideon made 
one and put it in his home town implies that he wanted to act as a priest – he wanted to be the 
spokesman for God to the people (8:24-27).  

 
While Gideon said that God was to be their king, this did not stop him from living like one. He 

collected wealth and prestige. The word ‘home’ in 8:29 could also be translated as palace. He 
had many wives and 70 sons. But that was not enough for him. He also had a concubine in 
Shechem who gave him a son whom he called Abimelek, which means “My father is king” 

(8:29-31). 
 

After a great spiritual victory, we must be careful not to let down our guard. Satan loves to tear 
down those whom God has used for His work. Gideon’s legacy was tainted by his final years. 
While he had begun by destroying the idols in Ophrah and building an altar to God (6:25-28), he 

ended by making an ephod that the people end up worshiping. His attitude and actions led the 
people astray so that as soon as he was dead they returned to their idols and “did not remember 

the Lord their God, who had rescued them from the hands of all their enemies on every side” 
(8:33-34). 
 

As Franklin said, it is not just our words that are important. We must prove them by our actions 
and lives. Gideon’s statement about God as their king was true but in the end his life showed that 

he did not take it too seriously. He lived for himself and thus left the people a bad example. His 
final legacy was not one of faith but of failure in the end. What legacy are you leaving behind for 
the next generation?  
 
1  Poor Richards Almanac 1736 quoted @ https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/benjamin_franklin_103731 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 78-80; 1 Corinthians 7 


