
“DISTURB US, LORD” 
Saturday, July 9 

A Prayer of Francis Drake 
 

Sir Francis Drake (1540 -1596) is a hero in England. He was an explorer, sea captain, naval officer, and 

politician. From 1577 to 1580, he was the first Englishman to circumnavigate the globe. He was second-in-

command of the English fleet that defeated the Spanish Armada in 1588 that was sent to invade England and 

overthrow Queen Elizabeth I.
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When he was a boy, the Catholic Queen Mary (“Bloody Mary”) came to the 

throne of England. To escape persecution his family left their home in Devon and moved to Kent where Drake’s 

father became a Protestant minister. Francis was deeply affected by his Protestant upbringing and in later life 

held church services aboard the ships that he captained.
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Though there is some debate, the following prayer is usually attributed to Sir Francis Drake. This prayer 

“invites God to break through the mundane of our day-to-day lives and push us out of our comfort zones 

because, hey… growth doesn’t usually happen in comfortable places.”
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Disturb us, Lord, / When we are too well pleased with ourselves, 

When our dreams have come true / Because we have dreamed too little, 

When we arrived safely / Because we sailed too close to the shore. 

 

Disturb us, Lord, / When with the abundance of things we possess 

We have lost our thirst for the waters of life; 

Having fallen in love with life, / We have ceased to dream of eternity 

And in our efforts to build a new earth, / We have allowed our vision  

Of the new Heaven to dim. 

 

Disturb us, Lord, / To dare more boldly, 

To venture on wider seas / Where storms will show Your mastery; 

Where losing sight of land, / We shall find the stars. 

We ask You to push back the horizons of our hopes; 

And to push into the future / In strength, courage, hope, and love. 

 

Amen 
 

This prayer reminds me of a quote by William Carey (1761-1834) “the father of modern missions. He said, 

“Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God.”  Are our prayers too small? Have we forgotten 

that our God “is able to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work 

within us” (Ephesians 3:20)?  
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