
PROVERBS 25-29: SEARCH YOUR HEART pt 2 

Friday, July 8 

Reading: Proverbs 27:21-22 
 

Proverbs 27:21  The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but people are tested by their praise. 
 

Another way to reveal the condition of the heart is to watch how one responds to various outward situations in 

their lives.  

 

HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO PRAISE (27:22) – The crucible or melting pot is used to test and refine 

precious metals by putting them in the fire. The impurities are burned away and the pure metal remains. This 

exact phrase is used in Proverbs 17:3 to describe how God tests the heart. Here praise is what tests the heart. 

There are several ways people can respond to popularity and applause. Some respond with pride and let praise 

go to their heads. They can get jealous and upset when they don’t get it or it goes to others. And when they do 

receive praise they become selfish and want to grab all the glory for themselves instead of giving it to God. The 

godly person will receive praise with humility and a grateful heart. They realize that it is only by God’s grace 

that they can achieve anything and give thanksgiving to God. “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 

do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). How do you respond when you receive praise? Does it 

make you want to continue to do better? Does it make you puffed up with pride? – “I deserve it!” Do you 

continue to work hard and do the right thing even if you don’t get any credit? 

 

This verse also suggests that you can tell a lot about a person by what they praise. This reveals what they value 

and consider important. A godly person will applaud what is good and right – the things that please God. A 

person who rejects God’s wisdom will praise what appeals to their sinful instincts – to what pleases them. What 

do you praise? Does the person or thing you applaud honor God? 

 

HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO CORRECTION (27:22) – Mortar and pestle are tools used to crush grain into 

powder. This was not the normal procedure for separating grain. It was an extreme method used in difficult 

cases. The analogy is that even extreme efforts will not separate a fool from his folly. Previously, Solomon has 

said that “the rod of discipline will drive [folly]” from the heart of a child (22:15). But it is near impossible to 

do the same with adults who are set in their ways and refuse to listen to godly wisdom. This reminds us of how 

important it is to “train up a child in the way he should go…” (Proverbs 22:6). It also reminds us that rejecting 

correction and discipline is foolish. How we respond reveals the condition of our heart.  
 

Proverbs 10:17  Whoever heeds discipline shows the way to life, but whoever ignores correction leads others astray.  
 

Proverbs 12:1  Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but whoever hates correction is stupid.  
 

Hebrews 12:4-13 reminds us that God disciplines us because He loves us. “No discipline seems pleasant at the 

time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been 

trained by it” (Hebrews 12:11). How do you handle discipline? Do you see it as a negative experience or as a 

positive way to grow in righteousness and godly living? 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 12 


