
GIDEON: TRUST & TROUBLE 
Thursday, July 8 

Reading: Judges 7:15 – 8:21 
 

Judges 7:22  When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp  

to turn on each other with their swords. The army fled… 
 

There are many weapons used in warfare. Today we have guns, tanks, missiles, and drones. In 
Gideon’s day, the choice weapons were swords, spears, bow and arrows, and chariots. Gideon’s 

three hundred men were given a trumpet, a jar, and a torch. These never really caught on as the 
‘must-have’ weapons of choice. But Gideon was trusting in God’s power not his military tools to 

win.  
 
After being encouraged by hearing the Midianite soldier’s dream, Gideon stopped and worshiped 

(7:15). He then goes and encourages his soldiers with God’s promise of victory. Too often we 
rush off into ‘the battle’ and forget to worship God who is fighting for us. Gideon did things in 

the right order. He worshiped! He witnessed! And then he went! 
 
Not only did Gideon’s army have strange weapons. They had a strange battle plan. They arrived 

at the enemy camp around 10:00pm when it was dark (The ‘middle watch’ was from 10pm-
2am). They surround the camp and at Gideon’s signal they all blew their trumpets, broke their 

jars, and let their torches shine. They shouted “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” This threw 
the enemy into confusion and they started to fight with one another. Gideon’s army did not 
actually attack. They simply chased the fleeing Midianites because God had made their enemies 

turn on each other (7:16-22). 
 

The chase was on! With the enemy routed, the other tribes now joined in the pursuit. But there 
were some problems along the way. The tribe of Ephraim seized the strategic Jordan River and 
prevented the enemy from escaping. They also captured two important Midianite leaders. When 

Gideon arrived they scolded him for not calling on them earlier. This tribe was one of the largest 
and most important in Israel and they were overly proud and thought they should be the “center 

of attention.”  Gideon’s humble response defused the situation and prevented a possible civil war 
in Israel (7:23 – 8:3).  
 

When Gideon and his 300 men are “exhausted” from the chase, they asked two cites to give them 
some food so they can keep going. These two cities refused to help and treated Gideon with 

contempt. They didn’t believe that Gideon could finish the job and thus wanted to stay in ‘the 
good graces’ of the Midianites. After his victory, he returned and punished these cities for their 
lack of respect for Gideon and their lack of faith in God’s promise of victory (8:4-17). 

 
When we are doing God’s work we should expect some people to criticize what we are doing or 

the way we are doing it. Instead of starting a church fight, we should remember the words of 
Proverbs 15:1: “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” Other 
people will just refuse to help. Their fear of what others might think prevents them from doing 

what they know is right. If we are doing God’s will than the only opinion that matters is the 
Lord’s! Don’t focus on your ‘tools.’ Focus on the Lord. Don’t get discouraged by human 
reactions. Keep your eyes on Jesus! 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 74-77; 1 Corinthians 6 


