
2 TIMOTHY: ENTRUST AND ENDURE 

Monday, July 8 

Reading: 2 Timothy 2:1-7 
 

2 Timothy 2:1  You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2  And the things you have heard  

me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others.  

3  Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 
 

Being strong in Christ’s grace is the basis for all of Paul’s commands in this chapter. First, Paul instructs 

Timothy to ENTRUST God’s Word to “reliable people” who would in turn share it with others. It is the 

duty of every believer to pass on the good news of Jesus to others. This would not be an easy task as 

Paul tells Timothy ENDURE suffering “like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” 

 

Paul uses three pictures to illustrate what it means to endure. First, a DEDICATED SOLDIER is focused 

on his task and is not distracted by things around him. His goal is to please his commander. Likewise, 

Christians live to please Jesus Christ and not get entangled with the world. The things the world calls 

important will only slow down those who are committed to following Christ.  

 

Second, a DISCIPLINED ATHLETE must practice and prepare if they expect to win the prize. They 

must scrupulously follow the rules so not to be disqualified. So Christians must live disciplined lives 

according to God’s Word. The victor’s crown should encourage us to keep striving even when weary 

and wanting to give up.  

 

Third, a DILIGENT FARMER does not get a standing ovation when he brings in his harvest. People 

don’t applaud and cheer when he does his work well. Yet day-in and day-out the hard working farmer 

does his tasks and is the first to enjoy the fruit of his labors. As Christians, we are to be diligent in our 

work for the Lord and rejoice when we see people come to know Christ as Savior and grow in their faith 

(see Galatians 6:9-10). 

 

LESSON ONE: “Be Strong in the Grace that is in Christ Jesus.” This is a reminder that grace is not only 

necessary for salvation. It is necessary to sustain and excel in the Christian life. As Christians, we do not 

live our lives by pulling ourselves up by our own bootstraps. Our strength lies in the grace of God that 

dwells in us through the Holy Spirit. Our strength is not found in how much we know the Bible or how 

long we have been a Christian. It is derived from our union with Christ and His grace working in us. 

 

LESSON TWO: “Entrust to Reliable People who will also be Qualified to Teach Others.” Someone 

once said that the gospel is always one generation from extinction. While we know that God has 

promised His Word will stand forever, it is the responsibility of each generation to pass on their faith to 

the next. “Qualified” may be too strong a translation. The Greek word means sufficient, adequate, or 

competent. If we have been saved then we know enough to share what God has done for us with others. 

The word translated “reliable” means faithful or trustworthy. Are you faithful in passing along your faith 

to others?  
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings:  Psalms 61-64; 1 Corinthians 3 


